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THE 

EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 

~ all true 'believers of this third and l~t 
Spiritual Commission in Derbyshire and 

Staffordshire, my own native country, pre
sent I this Epistle, wishing all your healths 
and happiness wit.h increase of grace and 
love, wisdom and andel1standing in the doc
trine and faith (}f this Commission Gf the 
Spirit you are under. 

For faith under every Commission of God 
is of a growing nature, and the witness of the 
spirit as well as the witnesses' of water .and 
blood have said, that Revelation will grow 
and increase so leng as the world doth last. 

Now in that, one of you have wrote to me ... 
to give you my faith and e"'perience upon the 
Epistle by Jude, and his letter was thus 

H SIR, 
" I have with very much care 

perused the Epistle of the Apostle Jude, and 
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find in it many profound mysteries, and hard 
to be understood in general from the 4th verse 
to the end; and since the death of the two 
last witnesses of the spirit, I know no man 
that hath so great understanding to unfold 
those hidden mysteries and obscure plac;es of 
scriptures, compara~ively to yourself. 

" I therefore desire you would for my satis
faction, and for the understanding of future 
ages, make l{nown the meaning of Jude in 
his Epistle, and in so doing you will very 
much oblige me, who am, and will be ready 
to serve you in what I can. 

" WILLIAM HALL." 

Now from hence I have answered n~y 

friends request according to my ability, and 
this let me say to you; that in regard I have 
been educated in the Commission of the Spirit 
above these forty years, besides the many 
letters which I have received from the "Vit
ness€s of the Spirit my~elf. :As also the vari
ous disputes between one of them and otl~ers, 
with the variety of queries proposed to him 
by my~elf and others, and have been an
s,-vered by them,- IJkewise havlng !'een many 
of their letters to others that are not in Print. 

By an which I have been edified and made 
capable to answ r the request. And now 
have I done it according to my abi li~es f()r 
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the 'atisfaction of them and several oth ers~ 
that desire it also, and may be beneficial to 
others that are inquiring ailer truth . 
. And whereas the doctrine of the Commis

sioned Messengers of God is ever made the 
ground of true faith, and therefore it is, that 
the Apostle~ do many times allude to the 
wrltings of IVloses and the Prophets for con
firmation of their doctrine; because some of 
those mysteries were fore-prophesied o~~ by 
them. But they were not instructed if). those 
things by virtue of their prophetic~l lett~r; 
but by the inspiration of, and fr()m the lJQly 
Spirit 

Now it hath been the practice of most men 
to quote the scriptures of the Old .and New 
Testament for the confi rmati.,m Qf their doc
trine, though few rightly unqerstapd the spi~ 
ritual meaning thereof. They pave only two 
Records to prove by. But in this treatise I 
have produced the doctrine of three Records, 
for confirmation of what I )Vrite. As in the 
margin I have alluded to the former ComII;lis
sions for confirmation of the third. 

And in many places in Jude, have brought 
the third Record to interpret the other two, 
or to contirm them. As upon verse 12th and 
20th, where I made use of the Prophet's words 
which he wrote to me, which I have found for 
an interpretation of those two material points 
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of doctrine, and so in other verses I have cited 
their writings for proof of the doctrine. And 
so in other places I have a]so cited the bookl; 
and the writings of the National Ministry~ 
in order to their connection. 

Now in that I have not only ftlluded to the 
two formet commissions, for proof of the doc
t-rine, but living in the time that the third 
commi~sion was on the stage to finish the 
mystery of God, have thereupon touched 
upon it, as upon a... third _string or instrument 
of music; which sounds harmoniously, and 
sweetly in the ears of every spiritual Christian. 
'l'hat Father, Son, and Spirit in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, one persona] God for ever bles
sed. To whom, saith Jude, "Be aU glory, 
honour, majesty, wisdom and power for ever . 
.A men and J.lme1l. 

In which faith I salute you, 

THOM.lI TOMIUNiON. 
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1. Jude, tile ~rvant odesu8 Cbrist, of charity, when they feast with yell, 
and Brother to them that are sancti- feeding themselves without fear : 
tied by God the Fatber, and preserveil clouds they are without water, carried 
in Christ Jesus, and called about of winds; trees whose fruit 

2 . Beloved, when I ga,'e all dili- witbereth, without fruit, twice dead. 
gence to write unto you of the coru- plucked up by the roots. 
mon Salvation, it was needful for me 13. Raging waves of the sea, foam
t o write nllto you, and exhort yon that ing out their own shame; wandering 
ye should earIlestiy contend for the stars, to whom is reserved the black.
faith which was once delivered unto nesa of darkilel;s for ever. 
the saint.. 14. And Enoch also, the seventli 

3. Mercy and peace nnto you and from Adam, prophf'sied of these, 18J'-
love be multiplied. iug, Behold, tbe Lord, cometh with 

4. FOI' there a ,'e certain men crept ten thollsalld of his saints. 
io unawa" es who were before of old 15. To execute judg-ment upon all, 
ordained for this condemll'ttion. Un- and to convioce all that are ungodly 
godly m(,ll, turning the grace of God among them of all tbeir ungodly deedJI 
into lasciviousness, and deoying the wbich they have ungodly committed, 
only Lord God, and OIll' Lord Jesus and of all tbeir bard speeches which 
Christ. ungodly sinners bave spoken agaio&t 

:>. I will therefore pnt you in re. him. 
membrance, though ye ooce knew 16. These are murmurers, com. 
this, how t hat the Lord, having "aved plaiuers, walking after thcir own lusts; 
the people out of the land of E g ypt, and their moutbs speaketb great swel. 
afterward destroyed them tbat be. ling words, baving men's persona in 
lieved not. admiration. because of advantage. 

6. And the ange'~ which kept not 17 . But beloved, remember ye the 
their first estatc, tiut left their own WOI' US which were spoken before, of 
habitatious, he hn..:1 reserved in ever- the Apostles of our LO\'d Jesus Christ. 
lastitl~ chain. under darkneSfj, nnto 18. How that they told you there 
the judgment of the great day. sbould be mockers in tbe lut time, 

7. Even as Sodom and Gomorrab, who should walk after their own on. 
and the cities about tbem in like man. godly lusts. 
Il er, giving themselves over to forni. 19. These be they wbo separate 
cation, and going after &trang'e flesb, tbemselves, leo&ual, having not the 
are aet forth foran example; suffering spirit. 
the vellgeance of etem a i fire. 20. But ye, beloved, building up 

8. Likewise also these filthy dream- yourseh:es on your most holy f<litb, 
ere defile the flesh, despise dominion , praying in the Holy Ghost. 
aud speak evil of dign ities. 21. Keep yourselves in tTle love of 

9. Yetl\1ichael tbearcbangel, when God, looking for tbe mercy of our 
contending with the Devil be dis. Lord Jesus Chrillt unto eternal life. 
puted about tbe body of Moses, durst · 22. And of some have compassion, 
not bring against bim a railing accu- making a difference. 
sation, but said, tbe Lord rebuke tbee. 23. Aud others save with fear. 

10. But tbese speak evil of tnose pulling them out of tbe fire; batiog 
things whieb they know not : but what even the garments spotted by the
they know naturally, as brute beasts, 8esh. 
ill tbose thiBgs they corr upt tbem- 24. Now unto him that is able to 
selves. keep you from falliog, and to present 

I}, Woe nnto tbem! for they have you faultless before the presence of 
gone io the way of Cain, and rau his glory with exceeding joy. 
greedily after the error of Balaam for 25. To tbe only wise God our Sa· 
reward, and perished in the gaiosay- viour, be' glory aud majesty, dominion 
iug of Core. and power, bolh now and ever.-

12 Tbese arc spots in your feast. Amen. 
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A 

PRACTICAL DISCOURSE, 

UPON 

THE EPISTLE BY JUDE. 

C Il A P. I. 

Jude, tlte Servant of Jesus Cllrist, and 
Brother of James, to thern which are 
sanctified and preserved in Jesus Christ, 
and called.-ver. 1. 

FIRST, Jude calls himself the servant of 
. Jesus Christ, as by commission from 
hea~en; and this his commission with the rest 
of his fellow-apostles, was from no other but 
Jesus Christ their God and Saviour. 

And when he was in mortal state he chose ~~t.xxiii. 
them to be his disciples, witnesses and mes
sengersto declare hismind, concerning eternal 
liieand death, through the whole world. And 
that they should call no man master but him-
self. And promised tlWll1 the assurance nfJohn n. 

'16 . 

eternal life, and the a~sistance of his ho1y 
B 
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spirit, to empower them to set life and death 
before men, and that after his death, resurrec
tion, and ascension; he would send them down 

Acts i. 4. from heaven the HoI y Ghost. And that they 
were to stay at Jerusalem, to wait there for a 
promise of the same, which he did; and it 
was made good upon them, as may be read, 
Acts 2nd, and then were they endued with 

;~~n ~x. power, by that gift of the' Holy Ghost, to' 
Peter I. 1. h hI· I 
H .,Cor. ii. preac t e ever astmg gospe to every crea-
26. ture, as a stumbling block, and a saver of 

death unto death, to one seed or people, and 
a precious stone, and saver of life unto life 
to another seed or people. And yet all peo
ple may be 1'\aid to , be the ser.vants of God, 

A 1 but none are the servants of God as to eterna . 
B life but by redemption. Others are, as by 

creation. I'?or the word creation or creature 
shews a creator, and a command of obedience 
to be due to him, for no nature could ac
knowledge any obedience to be due unto (iod, 
unless he were guided thereto by a light or 

c 

Divine 
Looking 
G1as •. 

Jaw from him which formed him. And from 
thence it was, that Cain had as much wisdom 
to offer sacrifice to God as Abel, hut not so 
acceptable, because it was not offered in faith, 
but in reason, which is the Angel's fallen 
nature. I'~or those that are spiritual may un
doubtedly know, that, it was impossible for 
men or angels to be void of all law in their 

creation . 
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creation. (Because this last Witness saith), 
the Creator himself became subject t() his own 
law, when his divine Godhead was transmuted 
int-o pure Manhood. 'Tis truth, the uflcreated D 

eternal God was above all law, and so inca
pable orany kind oflaw, before he descended 
from his infinite glory, into the w.omb of a 
woman; but that he might be capable of a 
condescension of a servant for the manifesta ... 
tion of his infinite wisdom, power, and glory 
. b] f fl hId I Heb. v. 8, In a OC y 0 es, unto e ect ~en an ange s. 9. 

Theretore he did transmute his unchangeable 
Godhead into the likeness of sinful mortals, 
for a season, that he might become the hea-
venly pattern of perfect obedience to his own 
Jaw, in the visible sight of elect men and 
angels. For Christ is God manifest in the 
flesh. This being so, then it is certain, that 
the uncreated Godhead itself is unto created 
Beings of men or angels, either a law of p~r-
feet faith and pure burning love in them, 
towards God and man U1'itO life etenlal, 01' 

else the fiery law of unbelieving, burning 
envy in them against God, elect men an4 
angels unto death eternal. 

Thus, therefore, let men examine them~ 
selves of which law they are under, and :whose 
servants they are, and of their obedience, and 
more especially those men who pretend to 
be the ministers and messengers.of God to 
preach his name. 

F 
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Let such prove their commission from llea
ven by voice of words, or from him that was 
so chosen, otherwise they may reckon them
selves to be of the nu~ber of those preachers, 
who pleaded their ministry with Christ, and 
were answered with an, I know you not, de
part from me ye workers of iniquity. 

Again, Jude calls him. eJf the brother of 
James to distinguish him as (conceived) from 
.t udas Iscariot, who betrayed his Lord and 
Master. This Jude and James are called the 
sons of Joseph by a former wife, and were 
brought up in husbandry and tilling of the 
land; but whether so or not, it i.s not materiaJ, 
for a human testimony, serves {or a lmmall 
testimony. But what we have recorded in 
scripture is of divine authority, as is infallibly 
true, and so may resolve our faith in the spi
ritual sense of the words, which if a true 
and commissioned Prophet or ApostJe of 
God hath interpreted, then it becomes a 
foundation for faith to build upon; but to 
proceed. Jude directs his Epistle to tlle elect 
of God, who had received the faith of Jesus 
Christ by their ministry, naming them to be 
!-inch as are, first, sanctified by God the Fa
ther, and secondly, preserved in Jesus Christ, 
and called,. Here we see their sanctification 
is attributed to God the Father, and pre- ' 
servation and vocation to Jesus Christ, as two 

distinct 
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distinct persons, which cannot be! for· tben, Heb. xiii. 

there must be two Gods; but as preservation k~h.v . 24. 
and vocation are here ~ttributed to Jesus ~~IUX. 
Christ, even so is sanctification in severa1 2

c
s. .. or. xu. 

scriptures attributed to Christ Jesus only, and 3
A

O'
t 

. 
c 8 XX.J. 

to the spirit of divine faith, and faith in his RIS . 
• OUi xv. 

blood, for it is Christ Jesus that sanctifies his 16. 

church that is subject to him, believing in 
his name and in the virtue of his blood as 
befovesaid; all which doth produce eternal ~ol';: v.S, 
life, which is the only sanctification. Then, 
whither else shall we go, as the ApQstle said, 
lV'len there is no eternal life to be had but by I 

faith in him only; and it is he that is th~ 
;luthor and giver of our faith, which faith is 
the only righteousness aneJ. holiness of his 
church, and where faith is wrought, sin is 
neyer imputed, for tltat righteousness justifies 
and gives power. Now, to believe that Christ 
sanctifies his own church with his own blood 
that was offered up by the eternal spirit, and John vi. 

~3. 

that the eternal spirit passed throngJ! death, 
this is true faith so to believe. 

That the body of Christ was the body of II. ~e8. 
~od, this I say is perfect faith to believe, and ii~:'iii.l1 
to believe that the blood Qf Christ was the K 

blood of God, is perfect charity, and this faith 
~rid love makes a true christian; having the Eph. iv!4 

true baptism of the spirit, ~ow, ~nder the~, 6. .' 

~ommlSSlOn of the spirit, which whosoever 
denies 
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denies, he rejects christianity as the scriptures 
verify. . 

Again, the elect seed 01' sanctified people 
of God, are said to be preserved in Jesus 
Christ, and called; some translations render 
it thus _ preserved or reserved from heretics, 
which is a good preservation; and in that 
translation the words (are calJed) are left out, 
which occasions no doubt in me, because the 
first words include it; being called to preach 
the gospel, all the sai~lts are cal1ed in that 
call to believe their report, for how can they 
hear without a preacher, or how can they 
preach unless they be sent; neither could 
those divine qualifications of mercy, love, and 
peace be known or begot, but by that ministry 
which follows in the next verse. 

CIIAP. I I. 

lJ'Ie'l'cy unto you, and peace and love h(! rtlltl7 
, Z' d . " t1P 'te .-vel ..... 

WHAT are those graces but a s~al of life 
begot by a true ministry. First, mercy 

as it is new born, is tender of compassion to 
all men, according to the doctrine of the two 
first records of the law and the Prophets; 
Christ and his Apostles, and the third record . , 

gives evidence to the same, saying, that a 
'm,~rc~f\ll man instead of taking advantage of 

the 
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the civil Jaw, for the imprisoning or cutting 
off the most wicked man, if it be possible, 
he will overcome him with love. Secondly, 
the grace of the law is the same nature under 
every commission. For saith the third com
mission, love is such a divine balsam that it 
cureth a wounded spirit, and rejoiceth a broken L 

heart, reviveth a dying soul, relieveth wounds 
made by envy's weapon; it clothed the naked, 
feedeth the hungry, and visiteth the sick. 
And thirdly, (as to the other grace) of peace, 
't is of that ~xtent as is said by an Apostle, Phil. iv.7. 

it passeth all understanding of reason, but is 
ever comprehended by the wisdom of faith, 
because it is a fruit of it, and flows from it as 
from a river. Dives, the rich man in the 
parable wanted this peace, and desired but 
one drop of it, but could not have it. Now, 
if one drop is so desirable, in order to cool M 

the heat of sin in an accusing conscience, 
(which may be called hell) what then is a .. 
river worth, that is continually flowing in the ~~~.!~:l' 
hearts of the saints, which is the garden of 
God, and city of Sion. 

Oh! how sweet was the promise of God Iaa. Ixvi. 

by the Prophet Isaiah to this city, saying, I };i.. iv.24. 

will extend peace unto her like a river, and 
the glory of the Gentiles like flowing streams. 
And Jude, the Apostle, was O,ne of the con-
duit pi pes i.n this doctrine of free grace.-

Wherefore 
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'Vherefore, then it follows, that where this 
Mal. iii. mercy, love, and peace is, that there is the 
16,17 . true church of God, and no where else; as 

the graces are iuvisible, so is the church invi
sible, but it sees itself, and its God sees it 

. E
ph.iv.3· likewise. Now, in this church there is no 

discord, but a perfe~t quietness of mind, for1 

I 
.. it is the borders of Jerusalem, and there is 

sa. XXXll . 

17 . the peaceable kingdom, where neither strife 
JUat. xii, nor war is found, being a peaceable habita-
19. tion. 

:For the gospel or second record witnesseth~ 

N and this of the spirit with it, that love must 
lie down at envy's feet, and ki1l envy by its 
patience and suffering. ",Vhen the Jews were 

Neh . iv. building their second Jerusalem Temple, to 
17. worship in, they held the sword of steel in one 

'. hand, and wrought with the other; but the 
wall and that worship was to be pulled down, 
and that sword sheathed, and never to be 
drawn again; but were ordered, that if they 
were drawn, they should be for no other use, 
but to be made into plough-shares; and the 
gospel worshippers in the spirit of mercy, love, 
and peace should never learn war anymore 
with any sword, but that of the spirit, which 
kills envy by its patience; and these spiritual 

Rev.ii .29. wordsoftruthreacheth the consciences of gain
saying and blaspheming devils, with the seal 
ofthe second death; and this power belongs to 

all 
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all living, loving saints, for love and mercy I. Cor. vi. 
extends not so far as to the eternal salvation 7. N 

of that seed, that shall ever blaspheme Psa.cxlix. 
against the Holy Ghost, and are despisers ofJohnv.26. 
prophecy. 

By what is said concerning these three 
daughters of faith, all such as are under the 
teachings of the spirit, may rejoice in their 
operations in virtue and goodness, but much ver. 3. 

more, when they consider that they are of a 
growing' nature, and so are said to be multi-
1· d N k h h h t Job. Hi.3'. pIe. ow, we may now t us muc ,t a Rom. xCi. 

as these heavenly graces are in God, they are 3. 

infinite and beyond measure; 'but as they are Mat. xiii. 
in Ilis saints, though tllCY are beams from the 23 . 

same sun, yet tlley are but finite, and in mea-
sure, but being rightly rooted, and well wa
tered, it brings forth in some thirty, many 
sixty, and in others, a hundred-fold. For 
grace is of a growing nature. You shall 
grow up, said the Prophet, like calves in the Mal. iv.2. 
stall; and what are those things they grow ~.~ . Peter 

111. 18. 
Up in? but in the revelation of the mind of 
God in the scri ptures, which revelation is al- TIles. i. 3. 

ways increasing, especially in the time of a 
commission, when a true Prophet or Minister, Isa. nix. 
or Apostle, is to be spoken with, or their ~~i.iii.ll. 
writings to repair to, Clnd the Apostles ex
horted the saints to grow in the knowledge 
and grace of our Lord 'Jesus Christ. And 

c the 
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Mat.xiii. the third witness saith, that the saints are 
62. 

God's lights in this world, being such as are 
for his judges over all his enemies that despise 
Revelation. 

C HAP. I II. 

A GAI~, the Apostle Jude in his 3rd verse,. 
salutes the saints in a most loving man

ner, calling them his beloved, because they 
are beloved of God. And Paul and Peter, 
and the rest of the Apostles have done the 

. ~o:, ~i8. like. and it can be no other in a true ministry; 

. Col. iiLli for such never lord it over God's heritage, to 
. whom they are sent, but are examples to the 

flock, and seek their salvation, in giving them 
II. Thes. the seal and assurance thereof; where they 
2 . 13. find faith is, and what they do require of them 
Ru.xx.9. for it, nothing but the return of that love to 

Jesus Christ~ which their ministry begot in 
them, even the love of Jesus Christ, for his 

... redeeming love, (as in verse 21st) aDd to esta
:;,m39~\U' blish and build up themselves in that holy 

faith preached unto them; that by this faith 
~:'\6~iii. and love, they may be able to withstand all 

gainsayers. And three times upon this, he 
calls them his beloved. So Jude sought not 
for their wealth, but welfare. For as every 
commissioned Prophet or Apostle of Christ, 

hath 
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hath Christ for his altar, there to fe~d with ~o~b . Xiii. 
revelation, and revelation doth feed the saints 
with that spiritual food, which none can eat 
of who serve an outward tabel'l1acle, and feed 
at an outward carnal altar, as all the national 
Prie$ts do, crying to their hearers, pay your 
tythes, aJld bring in your offerings. But 
more of that hereafter.. Secondly, the Apos-
t le exh ods the saints, that they earnestly 
contend for the faith, which he calJs the 
common salvation. Now, tIle doctrine of 
Christ's death, resurrection, and ascension, 
may be called the common salvation, because 
there is no way to salvation, but by faith in 0 

Christ Jesus as Lord and Saviour only, and 
that he is to judge both the quick and the 
dead. And Paul calJed Titus his own son, John yi. 

69. 
according to the common faith in Christ, and A~tes:d 

TltUI ... . 

makes all the saints to be called one common Eph.ii.12. 

wealth of Israel. And the Apostles were 
made Governors unto thisfcommonwealth, and 
gave forth their Master's law unto it, and as ~. xiii. 

t.here is a spiritual commonwealth, so there is 
a temporal commonwealth in all nations and 
kingdom~, being governed by the wisdom of 
reason, as the other is by faith. And hence ~:. ,iii.D. 

it was, that in my remembrance we had as ::f~I:I
great a change in government in this nation; ~~:a:dtb. 
insomuch that our monies were coined with l~mGan~. 

our Ou : 

this inscription on the one side, "The Com- or. God 
",ntb va 

" monwe~Jth 



20 A PRACTICAL DiSCOURSE UPON 

"monwealth of England," and on the other 
side, " God with liS," and trnly God was 
with us then lin a spiritual manner; for not 

Mat. L21. only the persecuting Bishops were expelled 
Ol.lt of all Government, both as to Church and 
State, being first voted out of Parliament 
House. 

Then the Witnesses of the Spirit came forth 
who had time to spread truth into the world , 
which hath enlightened thousands, being a 
still and quiet people, and obedient to all 
civil law. 

Thirdly, as there is one commonwealth or 
law as to the state of government ill nations, 
SQ there is one common faith preached in it; 
which is 1)ot the apost1es salvation faith, but 
it is a traditIonal faith, which is not a saving 

Ezexl.19. faith. We read that when the sacrifices and 
P prdinances were in force at Jerusalem, then 

\fas the inwaI:d Temple and ontward Court 
ch. xlii. jQined to the' Temple, which Conrt was a 
14.20. cpmmon place for all people to meet in; but 

none were to enter the inner Temple but the 
high priest in the time of their worship, and 

c xliv. 17. h h £'. f h G d 
I . Kings. t o!,e t at were conlessors 0 t e true 0) 

~iv 3. and ilpprQved of by the teachers of the law. 
~ow the Apostle John in Revelations saith, 
that this outward court was not to be mea
sur~d, but was to be cast out, which outward 
,c~urt did signify the visible scriptures, as 

saith 
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aith the last witnesses, and was given unto pivine 

the Gentiles, and this court or scriptures, Bookp.98 

which is made common to alJ men, and that 
which is unmeasured and cast out, did signify 
all the outward unbelieving Jews ~nd Gen-
tiles, and the inner Temple of the spirit of 
the scriptures, did signify all the eleCt Jews 
that believed, and Gentiles also in that glo-
rious altar, being the body or tabernacle of:.ev. xxi. 

the eternal spirit, unto which altar or god-
head person, the true worshippers virtua11y 
~nite. 

Now, the court of the Temple was an out
ward ornament or witness unto the glory or 
beauty within tIle Temple; so likewise, the 
.conrt of the visible scri ptures is an ornament 
.01' testimony unto that eternal spirit of all 
truth within, and the temple, body, or taber
pacle of the everliving God; and virtually, 
jn a great measure. ljving in the temples or 
bodies of his eJect; that enables them to give 
a true distinction between the things of eter
nallife, and eternal death. Now those Ro- P 

man Gentiles through the conquest of the 
Jews, did possess the literal records of the two 
commissions, and not only worship it instead 
,of the eternal spirit, but also by cruel perse
putions (for 1300 years) were to tyrannize 
over the City of the spiritual gentiles, that 
could not bow down to their inventions. And 
~ 

those 

• 
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those Gentiles are they which the, apostles 
foresaw, as also did Peter and John see their 
approach, and power, and practice; and there
fore exhorts the Elect, that with all earnest
ness, they should contend for the Faith; and 
as John said, to hold it fast, and let none take 
thejr Crown. 

And though all true Prophets, Apostles, 
and Saints are the most peaceful men in the 
:world, yet cannot abide strife and contention 
ip this case. 

This, a Prophet of old cried out saying, 
Jer. ST· ." Woe is me, my Mother, that thou hast born 
1018. 19 

. ,~ me a man of strife," and Christ and his 
I¥.. 11'.. apostles have foretold and shewed the cause 
J~. 16. of it, and that it was necessary, that Heresy 

should be, for to prove the righteousness, and 
make them keep faster hold upon Jesus Christ 
their Lord to whom their are virtually united, 
and their faith pitched upon; and in order 

,.Cor.xi 7 . 
hereunto they are to put the Armo~r of proQ~ 
and having done all to stand. 

But before I treat of this Heresy, it will be 
requisite to declaN" according to my und~r"! 

Q standing. First, what the nature of faith is 
in God. Secondly, what it is in his sai~ts. 
Thirdly, when and how it was 6rst given. 
1'hese are glorious things to know, jf I can 
unfol~ them, or rather being unfold~d untt> 
me~ by this last witness, take what I have 

Jearn~d 
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learned in the blessing thereof, for each others 
consolation. First, this faith as it is in God; 
is a sacred and invisible life; for as men con
sists of form and nature, so God that made 
all things, hath form and nature also, and 
not an infinite spirit without form, as blind 
reason imagines; but our God is a glorious 

23 

body of uncompounded purity, full of power Jer. nxii. 

from his Godhead spirit and divine nature, 27. 

which is all faith, being light, heat, and mo-
tion, and is omnipotent in all righteous act-
ings, according to his Royal 'ViII; being fun 
satisfaction in itself, having no desire in him, 
for desire is a want, and want is a dissatisfac-
tion, which cannot be inherent in God. Now 
all this power of light and life is from one 
fiery spark, according as ' Christ said to his 
Apostles, that if they had but as much faith 
as a grain of mustard seed, they might say to 
that mountain, be thou removed into the sea; 
and it should obey them; but nOlle are capa- -
ble of such a quantity of faith, but the per- Di .. ine 

son of the everliving God only, as saith the 
last witness. 

Secondly, now this faith must be believed 
by faith in all the elect seed of God, created ~:ke .• i. 
in his own image both in form and nature; 
for after his body was formed, he breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, which life, Mat. ,9048. 

as St. Peter saith, was of divine nature; so 
that 
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tlJat £'lith in the elect is in the same nature 
as it is in God, only differing in measure, and 
so in all divine properties; otherways, it had 
not been proper to , have required, the saints 
to be merciful, perfect, and holy, as God is 
holy, perfect, and merciful, meaning in its 

lIeb i. 9., nature, but not in measure; for in God it is 

lames ii. 

R 

r· 

Genesis. 

s 

infinitely infinite beyond measure, as hath 
. been said before. But then, on the contrary, 

there is a faith in the fallen angel's seed, but 
it is without power, for no man can Jive in 
the world without either a true faith or a 
false faith, and the devils are said to have 
faith, and do believe and tremble, which de
vils are wicked men and women, and not 
spirits without bodies as men do vainly ima
gine, fOl' spirits without bodies cannot trem-
ble. Reason, which is sober, doth ever own 
there is a God, and why ~ because the moral 
law is written in reason's nature, and so mo
ti9ns forth the obedience due to God, and 
that it will be hanged or damned, if it ovey 
it not. And this is the flaming sword, that 
keeps the way of the tree of life, and so deters 
that seed from much wickedness, otherways 
the elect of God could not live, Again, the 
world's faith is grounded or founded upon 
tradition, as aforesaid, and on custom atso; 
For be they Jews, Turks, or literal profe~sors, 
each people live accordIng to their accus-

tomed 
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tomed relig'ion, and will all draw swords for 
their commonwealth . . One fighting for the 
alcoran, the other for the letter of the bible, 
one for a God of three persons, and another 
for a God of no person, but a spirit; and this 
spirit God subscribed to no place, but to all 
places at one and the same time, and all their 
worship is iaJse worship, and their faith is a 

25 

false faith, and lies in wickedness, as John John. I . 6' 

declares. Again as God created Adam and Gen. ~ . 15. 
, Ron~,lx29 

Eve, male and female, so he gave faith but 
once, and ever since men have generated this 
faith, by which man became a living soul; 
which did not all die in Adam, but left its 
seed in generatIOn till it came to behold that 
personal faith, from whence it first had its 
being. So that there is no new faith given, 
but the old one awakened ·or renewed; and 
so acts forth from the same principles of light 
and life; and from that power under a com
mission, it attains to that satisfaction, as to 
have the assurance of eternal life. This is 
that faith which the saints are to contend for. 

T 
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eRA P .. I "V. 

F01' the're are certain lIlen crept in unawaresy 

who were before O1'dained unto this con
demnation, ungodly 'men, IW'ldng the grace 
l!f God into lasciviou.mess, and denying 
the only Lm'd God and QUI' Lord Jesus· 
Ch,ist. 

~E Apostle Peter, speaking of the saine 
Pet. ii. 2. men, saith, that they came in privily, 

beillg then nnkno-wn to the saints, ' for it is a 
true mitlistry that maketh ~aill ts; yet they 

:'~t. XlIi ... came as if they had been true ministers, and 
so of power to llead tlle church, and to rule 
the same by ecclesiastical laws, 

But these certain men were crept in, though 
not caUed to the ministry by true ordained or 

v 
apostolicaJ men, as Timothy and Titus were, 
but went {/If themselves, and ordained them

Job". 'S. 1. ~elves, and one another; so entered in, but 
:~t, Yii. not by the door, because neither Christ, his 
~; ... n. Apostles, or true ministers chosen by them, 
See :bat owned them, and that because they were never 
book. tbey in God's commission book; their names never 
are recor-
:: ~n being written there, and therefore, though 
pbet. let- they may be owned by man, yet Christ calls 
ter to G . 
Foz. them but thieves and robbers, and deceivers 

of the people, like priests, like people~ that 
both 
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both may fall into the ditch. For what is it Jolt .• lIi. 9 

that provokes tIlem to seek pre-eminence in 
church and state, but silver and' honour 
amongst princes; for it is evident, that who-
soever preaches by commission of earthly 
powers, preaches for gain; which gain is their · 
godliness, and their be]]y, (as 81. Paul said) lea.lfl.ll 

is their God. For a]] such ~s mind earthly t Tim
• ?i. 

things have the title of ungodly men, so that :bNi·.i!o~1 
as the ministers of God are godly men, so 
the ministers of satan which are ministers of 
men, and made by men, are ungQdly men; 
so there is a strife betwixt men and men; 
Godlike men and un,godlike m~n.. rhose l~ke 
God are !':1int'>, but those unlike God are v . 

. II . Pet. iI. 

devils; not only like devils, but ~re devils~ · 
incarnate, bringing in damnable heresies, 
and from hence are said to be Qrdained tQ 
condemnation. 

Here now is judgment given against repr~ 
bate preachers, being not commissioned of 
God by the testimony of the Apostles (to wit) 
Jude and Peter. From these two words, old 
and ordained; the word old hath relation to 
~he time of the fate of the reprobate angel, as 
in verse sixth wi]] shew; the word ordained 
stands upon God's decree, and his decree as 
to mankin<l stands upon God~s great attri
butes of justice and mercy; for, if God had 
pot- made a. people fOJ' his wrath, hjs attr.i ... 

JJUte~ 
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nom. ix. butes of justice and mercy cOHlcl never have 
2:. w been known, and also had he not made a peo

pl€ for his mercy, his othel~ good attributes 
of mercy could not have been known, anu 
then, how could the saints and elect angels 
ever have praised his mercy, had they not 

lea: U:'i. known of his justice. "-rhe Prophet Isaiah 
iJ3. A 8aith, that Tophet is ordained of old, and the 

spiritofreason (which i~ the king) isthatwhich 
must abide in Tophet, it being both king and 
governor of this worM. It is reason that hath 
a law given to it, and it is reason, the king, 
that doth break laws; for it was reason tllat 

L.l\f. OD slew Abel, the Prophets, and Christ himself. 
~v::~~~ Again, this tire is the motion of sin, which 
~~:.age proceedeth from the seed of reason; and the 
l\btt 21. action of sin is that pile of wood, which is 
25. 

acted forth by the wisdom of reason; and as 
B for the breath of the Lord, it is meant the 

law of Moses, or moral law; for the law may 
be called the breath of the Lord, because the 
law is as a pair of bellows; which doth blow 
up motions and actions of sin to a flame; 
where the worm never dies, nor the tire never 
goes out. Thus the prerogative power of 
God over his creatures, both of faith and real.. 
son, which are two distinct seeds, sons; or 
generations of mankind, which is plainly 
seen and known to the one seed, but is blindeu 
from th~ other, insomuch that the preroga-

tiye 
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tive power of God in election reprobation, or c 
rejection, is opposed by almost all sects and 
opinions in the world, as well Heathens as D 

Literal Accutants, who use all their serpen-
tine reason to evade that doctrine. One of 
the new light of the age, amongst others ofi:~~::_ 
hisbrethren says in one of his 1J00ksagainstk~r('.v . of 

• " . • hIS Book. 
this commission most blasphemely, (to wit) that 
,the principles of election and r~jection, is not 
-only inconsistent to reason; (which he makes 
his God) ~ut that it is accursed by scripture; 
and further saith, that if God ~honld do so, 
he would be wor~e and more cruel, than either 
men or devils. OIl! monstrum horl'endnm. 

lVherefore, then, this principle of election L. M.an
.and rejection' stand good as my faith assnres ~::~~~~. 
me, and as the scriptures affirm. (see Margin) Isa.xlii..1. Mat.xxlv. 
Which way then will that seed that oppose i:~ri~'xiii 
it be able to deliver themselves, or reverse 10. 

. Lukexviii 
that decree or make it void; let them try 7. . 

Rom.lX. 
their power, or try their will by wllich they to v. 16 

• • See Bax-
teach: that all men may be saved If they tcr's.sain~1!I 

'11 If h' h b ] 1 . forbl80pl-WI. t me eart re e , ~ays le, use VIo- nian of 
]ence with it, by rational persuasion out olree will 

the law; if it be too weak, call for the spirit 
of God to enforce thy reason, that thy reason 
may enforce thy will. Let thy reason say 
unto God, Lord thou hast given me reason 
to command my thoughts, and my sou] to 
love and worship thee. Why then, seeing 

freewill 
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fl,"('ewi,U and choice are the means appointed 
by God to the attainment of faith, shall not 
I use the means, for now it is thy own 
power and choice whether thou wilt be saved 
or not. These words were thundered from a 
Pu] pit. But this doctrine is contrary to J llde 
or his doctrine, as also to all the Prophets 
and Apostles; for by this doctrine, man is his 
own saviour, and reason the serpent-angel's 
nature is that man, that would be saved by 
his own strength. 'For though the angel's 
nature is pure reason, yet this we must know, 
that reason fallen is impure; neither could the 
purity of the angel's nature continue, ifitwere 
not continualJy snpp1ied by revelation from the 
person of their Creator, into their desiring 
natures, and that their nature's are desire, is 
dear, by that of Peter, the first Epistle verse 
the 12th. Now, if so, that the angel are of 
a desiring nature after the wisdom of the 
Creator, in his wonderful work of redemp
tion; then that inflowing wisdom in theil' 
desiril.lg natures, becomes that spiritual manna 
or heavenly food by which they Jive. 

This then being so, how shall reason falJen 
from its purity in the downfall of that ser
pent-angel in all impurity, and so reprobated 
to eternity in its seed, that live so long as to 
be ca.pable of the breach of the law. I say, 
bow can it ever attain to heaven from whefice 

it 
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it was cast out; seeing God did not take upon 
him the nature of angels, but the seed of H.b.ii.Hi 

Abraham, which was the seed of Adam, which H 

was his own seed. Now must this damned 
reason command faith to help and serve it, 
and tell God he shall do for them, and ought 
to do for them, insomuch, that if he will not 
mind their wills, and will not save them, to 
tell him he is worse than either men or devils. 
But are not these devils charging God with 
unrighteousness, for their devilish belief will 
have no other effect, but to harbour fear and 
tremblil'lg where their reason is so presump-
tuous and censorious. Thus we see that the 1 

doctriHe of universal and sufficient grace and 
freewill, is grounded .npon reason or rational 
wisdom, power, and glory; and this is that K 

which constituted the first Anti-church of 
Europe, by the name of universal or Catholic 
faith; and as the father begail the children 
followed, so every succeeding church or sect 
of people count themselves as universal, and 
as Catholic as their father's 01' grandfather's I. Cor. ii. 

were; but the foundation of their building 4. 

lies all upon reason, which will prove a sandy 
foundation. 

From hence it is, that the scriptures must 
be interpreted by them, by the rule of that 
wisdom or reason, and yet know nothing of 
heavenly things, but earthly things only; 

nevertheless, 
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nevertheless, nothing' is to be approved of 
but the dictates of reason, and yet knows 
nothing of heavenly but earthly things only, 

. the dictates of reason and its private will and. 
~~ .. Pet. 1. desire. And it is that which the Apost1 e 

calls the will of man, when as on the contrary 
Gal. ii.4 . he saith, true prophecy is by the moving of 

the Holy Ghost or spirit of divine faith, being 
the seed and nature of God, and so not from 
the will of man. The private spirit of impure 
reason, it may be called private, because 
iniquity is a mystery, and hath deceit in it, 

II. Cor. xi. being the devil transformed into an angel of 
14. light. But to come now to their furth er 

devilish doctrine. 
But wherefore is it, that such presumptuous 

words are spoken, and why election and re
jection is so mnch abhorred. Is it not saith 
the last Witnesses, because they do not 

L. M. au- know themselves elected, nor their own 
;::~~:ok salvation, for if they did, they would never 

have abhorred their own election . For reason 
in man is subject to abhor or scorn , that an
other should be made better than itself: or ill 
a better condition. 

CHAP. 



THE EPISTLE BY .JU.DE. 

CHAP. v. 
TU1'1ling lite g'race of God into lasciviousness. 

vel'. 4. 

N0W, let U~ inquire who these persons are 
. who preach this damnnble doctrine, as 

33 

Peter calls it; and well it ma.y be called so, Tit. ii. 11. 

seeing that the grace of God which had ap" 12. 

peared and taught them to deny all ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts; not that they were 
established in the Apostle's time, but since, 
by these established teachers, who have turned 
them into alJ ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
as Jude: John, Peter, and Paul foresaw by 
the spirit of prophecy, and some of them at
tempted it in their days, for saith John, they John. i. 

are all gone out from us, because they were 
not of us. And I find it written in Church 
History, that some crept privately into the 
seven churches of Asia, and did teach that 
fornication was no sin, and John speaks of 
it likewise, by which said one (Clement), the 
gate of righteousness was shut up, which gate, 
he called Christ. 

Now from hence it come to pass, that ac
cording to the prophecy of John, the candle- Rev. ii.(; . 

stick, which had the true light in it was 
L 

removed; what with these teachet's and false 
E preachers, 
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preachers, and what with persecution, that 
in process of time, error got a head, and 
preaching carnal things to carnal ears, came 
to be established by false Priestcraft and 
worldly authority. Since which time to this, 
the studies of the devil has been turned into 
religion and will-worship, and so no true 
faith, but a traditional one as beforesaid. 
Since whic1J tiJIle the elect of God have been 

M kept in darkness and ignorance, many of 
them believing that the learned Men and 
Priests of this world had power successively 
to set up gospel ordinances, or visible worship 
to please God. And thus have the Gentiles, 
the Roman Catholics, the Papists, trod the 
holy city underfoot, since the unmeasured 
court was ca~t out; and the same fell intO' 
their hands, of which they have made great 
merchandize of, it has made them rich, and 
puffed them up with SQch pride, that they stile 
themselves by the name of HoJy Mother, the 
Church. But to consider tlJeir doctrine and 
practice, the fruits of which wiIJ prove it a 
most unholy church, with a witness, as by 
this their turning the grace of God into las
civiousness and wantonness. 

N Now what this lasciviousness was, may 
II.Cor.xii . be understood by Paul's words who in one 21. , 

f.~~;·vli~ place joins lasciviousness and fornication to-
10. gether, and in the second place he joins both 

with 
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with adultery., and in a third place saith, that Rom i.3t. 

they who do' such thillgs, cannot inherit the cii.ZI. 22 

kingdom of Heaven or God; and it is so much 
more notoriously wicked, when it is counte- 0 

napced by.a teacher. Again. this National 
Romish and 1Vlonarchial Church has main-
tained. this d.octrine, alld theil' ministry doth 
both by law and custom rati ly it; notwith
standing the spirit being got into the church 
of Ephesus, yet both Christ and his saints Rev. ii.~ . 
utterly abhorred it, But the head of this 
Anti-church of Rome, (the Bishop) is called 
Papa, Pope, or l;'ather, calling himself Apos- P 

to1i~], and Peter's success.or; but Peter COl}

;(lel~He<l it, alJ(l c,aJJed it a devilish doctrine; 
. 1 . b d] P t u. Pet. ii. !lelt tel' qm]t -e prove t lat e er eyer was i. 

at lome, unle s we take their lying legepdsTim.iv, 1. 

i()!' proof: for the scripture proves it not; put 
if we seriously consider Paul's Epistles writ-
ten ti'om Rome, as in the Galatians, Phili-
pians, Ephesians, Colosians, and the second A 

of Timothy, with his rehearsals and saluta-
tions of fi'iends, from thence we may be satis~ 
tied illat Peter never was there; although 
their history saith, they were both martyred 
in Rome in one year. Their history differs 
about the succession after Peter. But to the 
matter aforesaid, The Pope doth DQt only 
allow himself a concubine, but gives Jiperty 
to his Bishops and Priests to do the same, 1\ 

those 
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those that are ill holy orders as tlJey cal\ it; 
but their committing adultery. theft, or mur
der, whether in Priest or People, they can 
have pardon over and oy~r again for money. 
'Vhereas the true Apostolical Church granted 
one n~pentance fQr one sin after conversion, 
and no more. But their church granteth 

S hunqreds, and haye their confessions ~nd ab
s,olutipns accprdingly, so makes sin and sanc
tity rule by turns, as a saiQt to-day and a 
de\lii to-morrow; then confession and abso
lution follows, and so a saint again the next 

T day, and the day following ~ devil again. 
As one Phill~ps, a preacher, ill llis prayer 
said, " Lord, we sin, then we pray, and then 
" to our sins agail), ~s if we shQuld ask thee 
'~ leave to offend," SQ they go their rounds 

~~~2.:dx·lik~ a Jlprse in a mill. Here may be brought 
in tJ:~at $~ying of Moses, namely, "that he 

Ecc~e. . "washed himself ~fter touching a dead body," 
I'XX1V. 20. put if he toucheth it again, what availeth his 

washi~g. But to the matter aforesaId, k~ep
. ipg concubipes is:by that church reckoned no 
l5in, aqd (o~ others th~t are not under the 

'v Pope also, yet if (he ministers of them 11ave 
pccasion to ~ct in that nature, having no 
}vife, becpme Popes also in this case, and if 
they think it is a sin, yet can they as Pope's 
absol ve thems.el yes. 

~0'Y? the :priests of the Romish Church 
31'(( 
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are forbid marriage under the pretence of u 
purity, saying-, they are married to Christ, ~~~~of 
and so caunot give themselves to another.- Martyrs. 

In the first Council of Nice, they would have 
established that law, (against Priest's man'i-
age) had not one man withstood them WIth 
reasons which overpowered them. One ar
gument against it might be quoted from the 
Apostle Paul's words, how that to forbid 
marriage was the doctrine of the devil. But 
this devilish doctrine took place afterwards, 
and their great doctors allowed of concubines 
as much as their great St. Augustin, as they 
caned him, who Jived in the 4th centm'y, and 
I{ept his concubine. Pope Johl) the 12th, he 
was accused of dowIiright adultery, and Pope Sang.'s 

John the 23rd, was deposed by the Council ~~t.::;.. of 

of Constantine, it being proved against him. ;ear:r~m
}"'irst, that he had hjred a person to destroy 
Alexander, his predecessor; secondly, that 
he was a heretic and held with the mortality 
of the soul; and thirdly, that he was an adul-
terer and sodomite. There was at this Coun-
cil, 346 Archbishops, 564 Abbots, and 450 
Common Whores. Pope John the 14th, in 
the year 965, was killed by an Italian, who 
found him in bed with his wife. And Pope W 

Sextus gave liberty to the Cardinal of Luey, x 
to use sodomy. Likewise, it is said, that y 

pope Alexander the 6th, knew his own 
daughter, 



38 A PRACnCAL DISCOURSE UPON 

daughter, and Valence did the like. I might 
mentioned many more, but shall concl nde with 
mentioning one more of this bastard church, 
which I know will be thought incredible; 
but having it from an eminent Author of the 

Dr. Sber- Church of England, I shall here relate the 
1ock,Dcan I h f L d 33- C '1 of Saint same. n t e year 0 our or n, a ounCl 
pauJ~. was held at Tyre, with a command that Atha-

nasius should appear, and he appearing, was 
forced to plead. He was accused by the Arian 
Bishops with many great crimes, as first, lIe 
was accused of having ravished a woman, and 
one who had before vowed virginity. Se
condly, he was accused of cruelty and murder. 
Thirdly, of profanation and impiety, though 
this was contradicted by the Catholic Bishops, 
yet their evidence was disproved. But ano
therCouncil was held, when the Emperor drew 
his sword, and accused Athanasius himself, 
saying, his testimony was sufficient~ and there
upon the Catholic Bishops as well as the 
~t\ rians, condemned him. There were 300 
Bishops in that Synod. 

This is that Athanasius who drew up the 
Nicean Creed so exalted by Papists and Epis
copal Father and Son, whether the testimony 
against him was true or not, still the trial 

/l was a matter of fact; for, if Athanasius was 
innocent of the charge Jaid against JJim, then 
all those Catholic Bislwps were wicked , with 

a 
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a witness-, who had before acquitted him,. but 
now for fear of their Lord and Emperor, whose 
creatures they were, turned cat in pan, and 
condemned Atbanasius. Oh! horrid wick
edness" who sees it not. 

eHA P. V I. 

And denying . the only Lord .God, and our 
Lord Jesus Cltrist.-ver. 4. 

THIS is not to be understood partly of God 
the } .... ather, and partly of Jesus Christ, 

39 

but altogether of Jesus Christ; because it runs 
parallel with Peter of denying the Lord that II. Pet. ii. 

bought them. So that by Peter's words it 1-

doth appear, that they had acknowledged 
Christ so far, as that he had bought and pur
chased their salvation with his blood. But 
then, they became so very licentiolls as to 
teach that frailties of nature, were not incon-
sistent with christianity. For Christ having B 

fulfilled the law for us, by his death and re
surrection; which was sufficient for our sal
vation. From hence, then it is evident that c 
they owned Christ for their Saviour, but Mat. i. 21 . 

not their Lord; and so would 11ave him to 
save them in their sins, but not from their 
sins, which was the end of "his commg.-.. 

And 
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And it is written, thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, who shall save his people from their 
sins. But these men must have liberty and 
sin, and yet so as not to stand off; but come 
to confession and absolution as aforesaid, 
twice or thrice a year, and so quit with God 
for Christ's sake, that they might begin to 
sin again upon a new score. Neither could 
they believe or own that Godhead and Man
hood made one Person in Christ, and so one 
only and alone Lord God. 

But Jesus Christ must either be inferior to 
D the only Lord God, (as the Arians held) or if 

he be God, yet must be a second Person, and 
so distinct from the only Lord God the :Fa
ther, as the Catholics teach, which was con
trary to the Apostles doctrine of Christ, cal
ling him the only Lord God, the true God, 
and the only wise God, as in the last verse of 
Jude; ascribing to him all glory, majesty, 
dominion and power for ever. 

Now these titles of only Lord God, &c. ex
cludes all copartnership, it is not that parti
Cle (and) .which makes Persons, bnt shews the 
union of natures, divine and human, which 

John. l:i.3 is God and Man in one single Person, and is 
most proper if it be read thus: denying the 

John. v 20 only Lord God our Lord Jesus Christ, its but 
the same in that other scripture, where John 
calls Christ the true God and eternal life; 
al1 otber God's are but idols. 

, . 

• 
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These are all positive scriptures, and as 
God commands all other scriptures to bow to 
them, so that there is enough said to satisfy 
tIle seed of faith, but the seed of reason will 
never be satisfied, so I wrote not this for their 
satisfaction, but conviction, knowing they 
are not appointed to believe unto salvation, 
but on the contrary were of old ordained to 
condemnation, as aforesaid, and as bert?after 
follows. 

eRA P. VII. 

41 

E 

I will tlteref01'e put you in 'rememh'rance, 
though ye once Imew this; that the Lord Num. "Ii.. 

l · d l' R l f 1 L d Num. XVI> taVlng save tlS eop ,e out l? tlte an 13, 78. 

if E ..:J d h 1 b' NUIil xxxI o i gypt, uestroye t em [Ilat eheved 14. 
not. 

HERE, the Apostle Jude brings ill an 
example of vengeance against the infi

delity, and the unbelief of those carnal mur
muring Jews which came out of Egypt by 
the Red Sea, by the conduct of Moses and 
Joshua. And though they were the children 
of Abraham, Isaac, . and J acoh, and might 
boast themselvesofthatdescentand parentage, 
yet though they pa..o;;sed through their loins, 

F et 



F 

G 

A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE UPON 

yet were they the very seed of the serpent; 
and all those miracles which they saw wrought 
availeth them nothing. Though the elect 
might read of their distinction in the Record 
of Moses, yet by this of Jude, they might 
further know that llJeir destruction was not 
only temporal, but an eternal death lay in it. 
These being the" same Jews that Chrjst spake 
of, that did eat Manna in the Wilderness, 
and were dead; and those unbelieving Jews 
whic,h then opposed Christ, were of the same
seed as those that rebe11ed against God in the 
Wilderness. 

Now we are given to understand, tIlat the 
manna wbich Moses fed the dliJdren of Israel 
with, was only a type or shadow of the hea
venly bread which w~s the body of Christ; 
but the seed of reason in those murmuring 
Jews, could see nothing of a spi ritual nature 
in it, and therefore the people spake against 
Moses, saying, "why have you brought us 
out of Egypt to die in the Wilderness, for 
we have nothing to {'..at but this manna, nei
ther have we any thing to drink but this 
water which cometh out of the rock;" the 
manna was only to signify the true bread of 
life, which was the flesh of Christ, and the 
water did signify his blood, which was poured 
out of his blessed Body, which wa5 the Rock. 
Therefore the meaning of Christ to those of 

the 
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the Jews in the 6th Chapter of John, (as 
now saith the last 'Vitnesses) is this; Your 
Fathers did eat 1Vlanna in the Wilderness and 
are dead, which meaning is, that those Fa
thers of yours, who tempted God, in that they 
:tempted .Moses, they were overthrown by na
tural Plagues in the Wilderness, that is, they 
were damned to Eternity; for all those that 
fell in the 'Vilderness through unbelief, and 
murmured against God, were all damned to 
Eternity. Else would it have been to no pur
pose for Christ to say, your J:c~athers did eat 
lUanna in the Wilderness and are dead, but 
whosoever shall eat of this bread which I shall 
g'ive him, shall live for ever. 

Now there were a great many of the seed 
.of faith in that nation of the Jews, which did 
see the substance of those types and shadows, 
which the manna and the water did signify; 
as also divers of other things; yet they all 
died a natural death, and those tha.t did eat 
of the true bread when it was come, as the 
Apostles and Believers in Christ's time, they 
all died a natural death, as well as those that 
died in the Wilderness, or was overthrown 
there and slain through unbelief; but the H 

words of Christ hath this meaning; that 
whosoever believes that my flesh is the flesh 
of God, (which is that bread of life) and 
t'hat my blood is the blood of God, or the 

water 
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water of life, which that manna and water 
lVloses gave you did signify, shall never die; 
that is, he that believe,S this, hath passed from 
death:to I if~; th~t is, he is passed from the 
fear 9f eternal death, to have the assurance 
of eternal life, which doth abide in him; so 
that he who believes shall not see death,-but , . 
tane,th ~sJ~ep in the full assurance of eternal 
hfe, apd faith which God hath promised; who 
hu;th power and IS able to perform, and give 
them the end of their faith , which is life eternal. 

aut on the 'contrary, those that did eat 
manna and were dead, it was spoken in re
ference to eternal death or the second death 
abiding in the'm; whicll ' f~ar and seal in >spi
rjtual things, is many tiines taken for the 
tJ-tings themselves; so that by what is here 
said, it fIlay pe c~~ar to all such as have faith 
in the scriptu~es, being in its trne spiritual 
sense, th~t the destt:uction of those unbeliev-

. 'illg Israelites ' i~ (he wilderness was not only 
a ~emporal, but an eternal fleath lay in their 
unbelief, whatever can or shall be said against 
it by the rrench~r phaplains, and Silver
souled lV~erchants of this perishing world. 
For t;his I sJm}1 say, that although the first 
commission of Moses and the Prophets speaks 
little of eternaJ death, but as' only a pene
tra~ing down into 'the grave, alld there leaves 
tpem, because God was not then come in the 

. flesh, 
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flesh, nor suffered, nor risen, nor ascended, K 

with his triumph over death, hell, the devil, 
and the grave, but by th,ese hyo last commis
sions, eternal life 'and death is 'made manifest, 
and iflllllortality brought to light. 

Yet in the tirst commission, when Ezekiel 
s.u?H~oned all the great fote~t~te~ of the Ez, xxxii. 

earth to th,e grave, wpere they shquld Jay their 
swords under their he:ad~; yet he ~lls them 
tpeir iniqu~ty should l~y ~pon their bO~les, 
which shewed or rather hinted of the resur
rection of those bones, as well as the bpnes of 
all israel, ~. '37. Daniel also, ~nd the other 
Prophets, yea Enoch taught it, as appears 
by Jude in the 14th and 15th verses, whicJ1 
will hereafter be spoken of. But the great men 
of the earth being made lords thereof; have, 
and do make it their only heaven, not ex,; 
pecting any iniquity could Jay' upon their 
bones; neither can I expect how literal pro- L 

fessors can expect any thing upon th~i; bones, 
whilst they expect and believe that their spuls 
f~n go to heaven without their bodies. 

pHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

And the angel.fI which kept not their first estate, 
lie hath reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness, unto the judgment of tI,e 
great day. Even as Sodom and G01norJ'ah 
and the cities about them in like manner, 
giving themselves over to fornication, and 
going after strange flesh, are set forthfor 
lln example; sulfe-ring the vengeance of 
eternal fire. 

THIS scripture by Jndeand Peter, puzzles 
all the learned mell in the world, they 

know not what to make of it. But the com
mOll opinion established by the National 

M ;(;hUfCh or Ministry is, that there was a re
bellion broke out in Heaveu, and a war en
sned, angel against angel, in which war, God 
the CreatQr sided with one part, and threw 
the other down upon this earth, being mil
lions of them, who-all became devils which 
are said to be in chains, but what those chain!> 
are: they know not; and yet they I'ay these 
devils can go to and fro and tempt men to 
sin, and all the evil that is done, is by the 
instigation of the:e spirit or hags being all 
without bodies, and these bodiless devils bear 

all 
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all the blame~ and so would have them bear 
an the punishment too. 

That there ever was a war in Heaven, we 
do utterly deny. We do know that a war was N 

:said to be in Heaven between Michael and 
his Angels, and the Dragon and his Angels; 
butitwas upon this earth. Foras,tnerewasOlte 
angel and but one angel, that was puffed up 
with pride, after God had withh'eld from him 
the overflowing of divine revelation, into his 
desiring nature of reasoll'; ripon which the 
Creator dethroned him, and' tbrew' him down 
upon this, earth; where his desired kingdom 
of godlike glory was pl'epared for him in a 
hueal way; aJld therefore, it; is said by John, 0 

Revelations 12th chapter, ,V oe to the inha
bit"mts of the earth, for. the devil', (not devils) <:omruis-
. d d L" sian Book )s come own amongst you, an tuIS)S that 
serpent angel which tempted Eve, caned the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil; and Cain 
was that devil transmuted into flesh, being p 

the first born of Eve, so the 6rst born child 
of the devil; and so he became (and none but 
he alone) the 6rst born child of the devil" or 
Belzebub that Prince of Devils, and the only 
ihther of. a 1\ those angels of darkI1es~ (spoken 
of here by the Apostle Jude) that are kept or
resetved under chains of darkness of unbelief, 
unto the gl'eatday o·fjudgment. Thewartliat 
is' said to be in Heaven is on this earth; so tflat 

Michael 
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:Michael is the spirit of the Lord Jesus in hi 
angelical believers; whose weapons are faith, 
love, and patience; and the Dragon is the spirit 
of cursed Cain in his persecuting believers, 
whose weapons are swords, guns, andsoforth; 
and this Dragon and his angels are the spirit 
of Cain, who was the spirit of the serpent 
angel aforesaid. 

Again, that great Red Dragon and his 
men of war, that is said to stand before the 
woman (the Virgin Mary) to devour the child 
Jesus. This Dragon was Herod, and the 
earth that helped the woman, was those chil
dren that Herod slew, which was tllat earth 
that swallowed up that flood of persecution. 
Yet this Herod and his sons who were called 
beasts, are said to have their original from 
Heaven; because they were the seed of the ser
pent angel that was cast down from Heaven; 
but it came lineal1y from Cain; so that all 
those angels or no other men, and such 
as have a share of the wisdom of reason, 
(the fallen angel's nature) are fit to be Go
vernors, and may, and are calJed Princes, 
Angels, yea Gods; and are said to be from 
Heaven or Paradise, as a state of glory; and 
at last centres his principality in the cherub 
or one of the cherubims. I~or there are se
veral orders of angels in Heaven, as cherubims 
seraphims, &c. as chief. As for that order of 

ministering 
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ministering spirits, I · am persuaded in my 
mind, they were created to be serviceable to the 
elect seed of Adam, who by commission from 
Heaven, have often appeared to some of the 
Proph~ts, Apostles, or chosen ones, for their 
consolation, or with certain tnessages. And 
that angel which the Lord cast out or down 
from Heaven, for his pride, I am persuaded, 
was also one of those Cherubims. It is also 
wonderful to consider of that mighty wisdom 
and prerogative power in the most High and 
,Glorious Creator, that one ofthe most glorious 
Angels in Heaven, should become one of the 
greatest Devils in the flesh, and that one of 

49 
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the greatest devils in nature, should become J . Reeve'. 

one of the most glorious saints in Heaven ~ Epifjtlea . 
Cain and Mary Magdalen in due time may 
clear this, as saith the last Witness. Again, 
these angels that kept not their first estate, 
must needs be men, because the ' sodomites 
and they, acted both alike; the sodotnites are Y 

said to be cast down, as well as the Angels, 
and were part of those runagate angels, there-
fore it is said in like manner that they were 
cast down to hell, which could not be said in 
like manner, if they were not men and womeil .. 
But saith the apostle, even iIi like manner 
Sodom and Gomorrah, giving themselves over 
to fornication and defilement of the flesh, are 
the angels spoken of, who if they were spirit 

G devils 
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Z devils without bodies, they c{)uld not commit 
tQrnication with women; so that these two 
apostles Jude and Peter, together with John,. 
m.akes a third witness; this being a threefold 
cord will not be easily broken. 

A. 

Again, it is further said, that those angel5 
are kept in chains unto the judgment of the 
great day. From hence, then it is plain, that 
there is no punisluneut for the devil and his 
angels until that jud~.ent day. Whereas 
J.ude saith, that Sodoll'l suffered vengeance of 
eternal fire; it was no other but that eternal 
tire is included in their temporal overthrow 
as hath been before shown by those who feU 
in the wilderness,. llor there is nO' time too 
the dead, but the next thing after, is judg
ment and executiDn. The sDul dies with the 
bDdy in all mankind, bDth in saints and ser
pents, Dnly these tlll'ee, EnDch, Moses, and 
Elias; yeaJ Christ himself made his bed with 
the wicl{ed for three days, and if Christ's sDul 
did die ours must; for as the sDul and bDdy 

~4e~ . xvii, 'receives life tDgether, lives tDgether, and dies 
tDgether, sO' they must bDth rise tDgether. 

For aU sober reason doth hold, that the 
soul is extradnce as they call it from the Fa
ther to the Son for several reasons; as first, 
they say if the soul was not by tradition, none 

B could be guilty of original sin. This argument 
so puzzled St. Augustin (as they call him, who 

was 
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'Wa~ then Bishop of Hyppo) , that he was · 
,forced to own it, or 11e could not tell how to 
·deal lvith the Plageans who denied original 
sIn. Secondly, from that place, Exodus c. i. 
v. 5, and Gen. c. xlvi. v. 26, 27. Thirdly, 
then tltey say, that man were worse than a 
beast, that gets both matter and form.~ 
Fourthly, that every like begets its like.
Fifthly, God's command would be useless to 
increase and multiply. Sixthly, if not so, 
God would infuse a soul to be punished both 
,here and hereaiter for another's sin. Seventh
ly, God would seem to connive at fornicatioQ 
and adulte,"y. Eightly, if the soul be infused · 
what is begotten? nothing. F.or a body ~an.,. 
not generate without a soul 

'CD A P. IX. 

Lillcwise also those filthy dreamers defit~ the 
flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of 
dignities.-ver .. 8. 
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N0'V, the apostle returns. from his s~tting 
forth those examples of God's wrath and 

vengeance against thoseangeTs and sodomites, 
,charging the like transgressions upon those 
false teachers, calling them filthy dreamers, J) 

'Showing their practice tn be lj~e those of the 
. ,angels 
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angels and sodomites, being all from one root; 
for the wickedness of these satanical angels 
are ranked into three heads, or three wicked 
spirits or principles; as first, they defile the 
flesh; secondly, they despise dominion; third
ly, they speak evil of dignities; fourthly, they 
speak evil (as in the second verse) of things 
they know not. I slmlJ treat of each of these 
in order; uut first of their being called 
dreamers. 

First, these men are not only called dream
ers, but filthy dreamers, now they must be 
filthy because they defile the flesh: now in the 
time of the law dreaming of marvellous things, 
that were of great concernment, not ollly be
cause the Lord himself did often appear in 
dreams and visioQs of the night; but like
wise, because s011le '~f his servants had the 
gift of true ' interpretation of them in their 
time; but dr~~~~ nqw ar~ pf no value to us, 
because we know that instead of dreams,
God 11imself is the ~lone teacher of his elect, 
by the immediate i~spiration of his most holy 
spirit. Secondly, · but these men are called 
dr~amers because of their wisdom as to spi
ritual matters, which" proceedeth from no 
other foundation ' but from the imagination 
of ip-tpure reason; so that all visions are but 
'jmaginary dreams. For whatever flows not 
from the revelation offaith, must of nece~sity 

.' , ... . . arIse 
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arise from the imagination of reason, and the Jer. xxiii 

false priests and national preachers of the ~~: ~2~xvi 
law: vaunting themselves of their dreams, ~'. ~Xix. s. 
using the words of the prophets, but pervert-
ing the sense, not knowing the meaning 
thereof; therefore all are visions anrl imagi-
nary notions, and so four hundred of Baal's 
Priests were but the deceit of their own hearts. Last Wit

For this we may know, that there are waking ~~:8;1~~ 
dreams as well as sleeping dreams. For ima- of Endor. 

gination is a familiar spirit, and is begot out 
of the womb of reason, which is the mother, 
and the imagination of' the heart is the father 
that begets this familiar spirit, and this fami-
liar spirit is the son of imagination, which is 
reason's wisdom, and this son begets a God 
without a body, and a devil that flies in the 
air without a body, and crie~ I have seen, I 
have seen, but what can be seen? an invisible ;. 

nothing, nothing but a peri~hing dream and 
a nonsensical fancy, for anyone tp imagine 
the devil to be in hell-fire, and out of the fire, 
in chains, and yet at liberty to t~mpt man, 
and all at the same time. ' The~ are the fruits. 
of these filthy dre~~ers; a~d the next is the 
devil in the flesh. The ' ~odomites and the 
angels are charged with fOl'~ication and going 
~fter strange flesh, and "verse 10th they are 
~aid to corrupt themselves; 'yerse 18th; these 
~re ~aid tQ walk after their own lqsts; verse 
, . ,, '. 19th, 
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19th, sensuality, and verse ~5th, are said to ' 
be spotted by the flesh. Now I am of tbis 

E mind, that- all these sayings bear but one 
sense, viz. that sin and the devil are man's 

~a8/ Wit- own seed proceeding from men's I usts, or in 
~~:sl;l!:n other places called the lust of the flesh. Rea
:i~~evela- ~n is called' the flesh as faith is caJIed the 
;~im~~ii. spirit, for the scriptures take no notice of the 
~at·iv. 28 outward bodily flesh; but as the two seeds 
". T7. 1'9. operate in them, either to the purifYing of the 

mind or the defilement of it, which purity and 
defi-Iement doth arise from the two seeds. So 
that which is born ofthe flesh is flesh, and that 
which IS born of the spirit is spirit, and it is 
these seeds which briug' forth two motions and 

.Jam iii 1~ hvo voices, as speaking in man as also in two 
wisdoms, and so each seed brings forth its 
own body. }"'or as faith was but once given 

G as aforesaid, so reason and sense was but once 
given likewise, and it continnes its kind by 
generation. But reason faHen is impure, so 
from that impurity comes polution and defile
ment, tor who can bring' a clean thing out of 

Mat. xxv. an unclean. Again, we are to understand thus 
!e: 19. mnch, that by the place of conception of sin 

is in the heart, and if conception do not die 
before it quickens into life; that is into action, 
then it brings forth death which is the punish
ment due for such sins that are alive in men's 
~ction:s, for whether it be murder, adultery, 

or. 
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ar theft.a.s;it is comln,itted, it is nrst conceived 
in the heart by tile motions of the .6esh. Eu.uix. 

In Exodus it is writtel'l, thou shalty saith 13. 

the Jaw of Moses, "take aU the fat that co
vereth the inwards, and the caul that covereth 
the liver, and the two kidnies, and the fat 
that is upon them, and burn them upon the 
altar." First, this .was an offering un4er the 
law to atone for sin, signifying the concep- . 
tion that covers m~n's heart; sU(fh as carnal ~:.m.~iii:. 
reason, unbelief, evil thoughts, and wicked ~o~:~: fL 
imaginations; a,nd these ·mq.st be .mortified, :;.~. 7. 

for though your piercing wisdom of reason 
be ever so high and lofty, you must 'submit 
or die. Secondly, the kidnies and·reins which 
are the i,pstrumentsof generation, in the scrip-
ture· sense are meant tbe inmost affections 
and desires, and are joined to the heart, which 
must also he mortified, for this de~ire and 
affection of lust and pleasure is inherent in 
the fallen nature of reason, so that it is man's 
~wn seed that sins, and for this comes the 
wrath of God; but upon whom! why, upon Epe.if.~. 
men and women who are called the children 
of disobedience. 

Thirdly, moreover it is the kidnies that are 
the seats of lust and .not the brains, for that Jam. i. lf 

is the seat of reason and argument; though 
the motions of the mind pass through the 
whole soul, and if they be evil, then they are 
the only tempters of man. 
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Exo. xx. Fourthly, therefore let not any man lay his 
1~u.vi.16 brats at other men's doors, but let eve"ry man 

~har~ his own soul with the evil he com
mits . . For this is to be minded, that there is 

Jam .i.I7. no creature tllat sinneth but man, who had 
a law given him to walk by, which law saith, 
" thou man, thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God ·toco.mmit murder, adultery, or 
steal," &c. &c. 

Fifthly, the scriptures were given forth to 
men and women, to saint and serpent, and 
the law was given to man devil, and the gos
pel to man saint, and each hath his law 
written in his own heart. 

Sixthly, there is no kind of living creature 
Gen. i . 25 . that is defiled while it is alive, but man only, 

no, nor any tree or herb but what was good 
in its creation. 

Gen. xvi. What tree was that in the garden of Eden, 
17. called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 

H 

Gen. iii. 
14. 

Evil, of which Adam and Eve were not to 
eat of? Was it of this creation 1 or was that 
serpent a natural beast? It is a beastly ima:" 
gination to think so, and much more are they 
in chains of darkness who so imagines it, or 
so teaches it, and in the snares of the devil 
that defile the flesh, which devil is their own 
lust, as aforesaid . 

• 

CHAP. 
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·CHAP. X. 

Tlte next cltarge to tltese filtl"y dreamers is, 
that they despise dominion. 

DOMINION has a twofold meaning, one 
a temporal and the other spiritual; the 

temporal lies in kings and magistrates of 
kingdoms, both of which will be further treat
ed of hereafter. 

For all men, without respect of persons, do 
owe obedience to the king or supreme ,power Rom. xiii. 

which they are under; for God hath placed ~~r, nix. 

them in that power to rule and judge the 7. 

people. And whether a magistrate be just ~~t, xvii 

or unjust, yet they are obliged to obey him, c. nii.2I. 

and he must be obeyed in all things relating 
to the civil law; for. a magistrate represents 
the person of God, who can do nothing but 
equal justi~e to all men; if magistrates should 
act any unjust thing in their places, yet it is 
no less than rebellion to resist them in their 
places, but men are obliged to suffer patiently 
leaving all things to God; for God who sets 
up Governors, (and sometimes in his wrath 
too), can pull them down when he pleases as 
he did Nebuchadnezzar" and at his pleasure 
suffer one wicked man to destroy another, 

H according 
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TheYlhole according to the Apostle John, who saidl,. 
:~~!I~:~_ that the ten horns of the beast should hate the 
~~; .. xxi~. whore, and make her desolate. Now these 
7. • ten horns were several kings or princes uuder 

1 

the beast-or emperor, who were to execute 
his will in persecuting ,the saints; but after 
that it is said, they had power given them to 
hate the whore and make her desolate. 

Now, it was not the beast nor the emperor' 
which gave them this 'power, but it was God 
hims~lf; for said John, God put it in the 
hearts of wicked men to hate the whore that 
must be made desolate; and the last whore, 
was the first that succeeded the ten persecu-· 
tions, and she hath sat almost upon all na
tions; and these kings, princes, and people 
that God hath made the instruments thereof,. 
aFe wicked men; for aU that fight with sword!t 
and guns or any other carnal weapons are 
wickedmen,and though the kings and princes 
have of late fought against the whore, yet 
notwithstanding this whore despised their. 
dominion. Now it may seem strange that the 
national priests should ever despise that do
minion, which upheld them in the church 
authority, so far as to be judges in all spi
}'itual mattel'S. Yet, when they had attained 
to this authority, (so far as to be judges) they 
were not satisfied, but through pride and 
ambition they have at several times exalted 

themselves, 



THE EPISTLE BY JUDE. " 

themselves, so as they would not only be 
judges in spiritual matters but in temporal " K 

also; and so from their angelical pride would 
110t aJ10w any temporal judges to meddle 
with matters of the clergy; but would be con
<:erned in both courts and both laws them
"selves, and so would be lords not only over 
all inferior people, but also over kings and 
princes too. As Bishop Certius of Alexan- Who lived 

dria, challenged himself the government of, ~e~::;~ 
and over all temporal "matters, and Pope 
Boniface the VIIlth declared himself lord of 
all the world, and that emperors, kings, and 
princes owed obedience to him. 

TIJe history of England saith, that Theo-
bald, Archbishop of Canterbury, troubled all L 

England (his power was so great) with the 
: word and bloody wars; and Becket that 
succeeded him was not much better, being 
both a soldier and a courtier, and it was told 
the King by tIle Lord Chief Justice, that the 
-clergy bad committed above a hundred" mur
,ders since his reign; and the cause of it was 
that the Commons had ordained that such 
priests as were found guilty of grievous crimes 
>should be degraded, and there was thousands 
"of such in the land. This is" that temporal 
power and dominion which these National 
Priests depise, when they cannot have their 
ewn ends, which is to be above an; likewise 

their 

• 
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their father the 1allen angel, who would not 
only have been over all the other angels, but 
above God himself. 

Again, these men spoken of by Jude do 
not only despise the temporal dominion afore
said, but they also despise the evangelical 
and spiritual dominion. l~or these whores 
and harlots would never have Christ reign 

,over them, and yet none babble more of a 
Christ and a crucifix than they who will 
reign over his seed by penal laws .of their own 
making. But now we are speaking of domi
nion aforesaid, if it should be asked whether 
a believer of this Commission of the Spirit 
may take upon himany temporal office, such as 
Justice of the Peace, Constable, and the like; 
my answer is, they ought not, neither can he 
do it if he JIliuds the peace of his own con
science more ~ha~ money o:t: worldly honors, 

Luk. xxii. because Christ's :J<.ingdom is not of this world; 
;~h . xviii. and besides there ! ~re no offices without im
:)6. N posing oaths; ~hicli . ~re '~nares, and are to be 

avoided: Now of oaths, there are two sorts, 
an assertory and a p~omls~ary oath, which 
promissary oath · is', whep ~n~' ~r more aftix 
God's name' that they will oQ so pr not do 
what they' pt?mise, this ~atlI ' ~~. ~nlawful. 
It is well 'said of one, . who be'ing required to 
swear or take such and such an ' oath; ans
wered, '" how shall I swear to defend such a 
"'Co' ' • 

man 

• 
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man when I cannot defend myself; for man 
is but a oreature, and has not so much power 
over himself as even to think a good thought, N 

and much more to do 'a good tping. But an ' 
~ssertory path is, wh~t a mall knows to be cer
tainly ~l'ue, and what the immediate sense of 
seeing apd hearing assures him, and this to 
info rm ajudge o~'jury to the end, tha.tjustic~ 
~nay pe pdministei'ed or determined by 'it, and 
this is the oath that Paul makes the end of . . 
all s~rife. Yet Michael, the Arch~ngel> con~ 
tending with the devil about the body of]\'Ioses, 
durst not bring against him a railing accusa
tion, butsaid, the Lord rebuke thee. All the 
anti-churches in Europe are at a loss in this 
.scripture, and know not what to make of it, 
PI' who this lVIichael the archangel should be; 
but the spirit of God in this Commission have . 
traced the path ~, and hath found out that 
this Micha~l here spoken of by J ud~ the Zac,?i 12 

apostle, was John the high Pries~ ip the type, ' 
and Jesus Christ in the anti-type~ 1Vho is the 
pigh and heavenly pri~st of our salvation. 
And the Prophet Zachariah SaW in a vision, 
the redemption of the seed ~f f~itlI by Christ, 
under the type of J oshu~ t~~ high Priest~ Isa.I ii. 

standing before the Lord at his right hand to 
resist him. This high priest, saith the last 
witness was Christ clothed with filthy gar- Exo. xxix 
. ~-rents when he became flesh, being so me~n . 

III 
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in his appa.rel that he was not like the High 
Priest's in former times, as not having a breast 
plate . and ephod, with a bell and pomegra
nates an of pure gold, with all sorts of pre
cious stones; as also purple, scarlet, and fine 
linen, as may be read in the law of Moses. 
This was an external glory which prefigured 
the internal, and reason was wonderfllHy 

P81. xlv. pleased with it. Yet this high priest Jesus, 
~. 3. though so plain in his apparel, called himself 

the Son of God, and this Satan that stood at 
. the right hand, was the spirit of unclean rea-

l\rat.~Y . 6. son in that scribe or pharisee that tempted 
Christ, from his subtle reason of that pinna
cle of the temple, his own head, and not the 
pinnacle of a material steeple, for that devil 
('ould not carry Christ in the air as airy spirits 
believe. But this satan or deyil being man, 
spoke on the heigh t and head of his reason, say
ing, cast thyself down, foritiswritten, he shaH 
give his angels charge over tliee, that thou 

Psal. xci. dash not thy foot against a stone, that is, 
;.:i. 6. (saith this witness) submit yourself to us, and 

be our king and governor; t~en shall we 
overcome an nations and all people in the 
world; for thy angels will keep thee, and thou 
shalt not be overcome by any attempt what
soever. Now the Prophet saith, this dispute 
was about the body of Moses, and after the 
dispute 'fas ov~r; it is said, the angels came 

. ~d 
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and administered unto him, which angels Q 

were Moses and Elias; but whether there was 
any dispute about the body of Moses by 
Joshua and the devil, the ~criptures are silent 
as to that. Yet without doubt, this satan or 
devil denied that Moses had any body, or 
took any with him to heaven, but in all like-
lihood disputed ·against it; or, that it was Deut. 

buried, and might bring a scripture proof for xxxiv.~,6,. 
H eb. Xl.a. 

it · too. For that seed not understanding R 

translating, may call it a burial, but reason 
cannot understand that God translated him 
as he did Enoch, by having those elements 
of earth and water taken from him, by that 
mortal tire, which mortal tire became immor-
tal by the power of God. But this doctrine 
is too sublime to be comprehended by natural 
reason, for that nature cannot believe that 
there are any bodies in heaven, though the 
scriptures mention that Moses and Elias ap- i 

peared to Jesus fi'om that blessed place, which Mar. ix. 

is attested by Peter. James, and John who .,:;. 
all saw them, and knew them, and named 

' them. Bu~ for all the opposition this devil 
made against Christ, yet Christ did not bring I . Tim. vi 

against him any railing accusation, for that is G,4 'T 

the devil's seed and nature, and not God's; 
therefore Christ having learned obedience in 
his mortal state, did not so much as bring al). 
accusation against him that sought his life, 

but 
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John v,45 , but said, I accuse you not to the Father, but 
there is one who accuseth you, even Moses 
in whom ye trust. For his messengers do 
never accuse any man of sin, but gives judg
ment upon them for their sin, a.nd that fol-

~~t. uii. lows in these words of Christ, saying, the 
Lord rebuke thee. 

Mat,iv.H. Now Christ was that Lord-himself, and this 
rebuke took place in his conscience, and he 
being conquered went away according as 
Christ said, the prince of this world cometh 

John 'xiv. • . 
30. - and hath nothmg III me. 

eHA P. XI. 

But these speak evil of those things which, 
tltey know not; but 'what they know ;na
turally, as brute beasts, in those things 
tl.ey corrupt themselves.-ver. 10. 

THOSE things, these non-commissioned 
preachers and their hearers speak evil 

of, are the principles and doctrines of faitl1 , 
which always surmount their reason wIlen it 
is at the best, but much more when it is be
sotted with sensuality and is drowned in vo
luptiousness, and so becomes brutisl1 . But 
let their reason be what it wiJJ, if it once rise 

so 
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so high as'to become so censorious as to judge v 

of things that are of a spiritu~l n.ature which 
they know not, it becomes an infallible mark 
of a reprobate, and bring such a plague with 
it as hath in it the certain seal of damnation. I . Cor. I. 

It is said by Paul, the Apostle, that the carnal 
man knows not the things that are of God; 
and why s01 because they are to be spiritually 
discerned; now if he knows them not, yet 
doth not despise them, he is to be pitied, 
and may hereafter come ' to believe to the 
saving of .his soul; ,but ifhe once takes upon 
him to judge of divine things which he knows 
nothing of, and being convinced he knows 
them not; he then becomes his own judge 
and condemns himself, and.so hath the plague 
of a tormenting conscience. 

Now di"ine revelation is one of the chief 
things in which many unlearned · men in the ~~~. xviii . 

spirit of faith, and most of the I@arned men ;I~~~'r. 
in reason are forbid to judge and despise; v 

because they have it not in themselves, but 
wIlat they know naturally of themselves as I1.Pet.ii. 

brute beasts, or as Peter saith, but those as 
natural brute beasts made to be taken and 
destroyed; they speak evil of things they 
know not, and shall utterly perish in their 
own corruption. In some translations it is 
rendered thus, as brute beast without reason, 
that is, they know nothing but what they 

r know 
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know by the very guidance of nature, as only 
having the senses of seeing, touching, and 
tasting, but want the use of sober reason, of 
angels and men. 

R"m~ii. There is another seed and nature, called 
i~cor. ii. faith, and that makes a man which is called 
~~h~~iY. a new man; the other is the old man or elder 
~i-ii!~. ii. brother; because Cain was before either Abel or 
fPet . iii. Seth and had this world given him, and rea
~fat. jy. son is the governor thereof, and fit to govern; 
Gen. for it is reason that learns all arts, sciences-, 

x 

and trades, raises cities and kingdoms,. and 
makes laws as well as breaks them. 

Now this re~son is wisdom, for it discerns 
between good and evil, though it bath not 
power to chuse good or refuse evil; yet it 
comprehends all words or languages, whether 
they are spoken proper or improper, and to 
be mighty in disputes (from a strong memory) 
about the glorious things of eternity, having 
read much of the eternal records of the Pro
phets or Apostles; but for the real understand
ing of them, whether there is any snch eternal 
things or not, it hath no certain knowledge 
at all of that, but of thoughts only, as that 
it may be true or not, and all for want of an 
infallibility, which is the testimony of tlJe 
spirit of faith, which is truth itself; but as 
aforesaid, all great wisdom is in the eternal 
visible things of this world , and so is only a 
judge of things felt, heard, or seen within 
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its own orb. But although it is a wisdom 
fit for the government of this world, yet the 
greatest thing is to know how it is to be go
verned, for it is but a creature and must have 
a rule to govern and be governed by. Now 
this rule which it is to be governed by is the Y 

moral law, and this moral law hath God 
written in reason's nature, which is to keep 
reason in obedience, being in its own nature 
rash and violent, yea earthly, sensual, and 
devilish. This moral law being not only a 
candle to enlighten it in its paths, but to curb 
it when it is unruly, so becomes serviceable 
and makes it sober; but more especial1y when 
faith is by tlJis sober reason submitted to, so 
far as to be handmaid to her mistress of divine 
1itith; for if Hagar shall wait on her mistress 
Sarah, she may become serviceable so far as 
to make use of arguments to illustrate truth 
in the balance of its own reason, for the con
founding of the serpentine subtility of rash 
and disobedient reason; but when Hagar will 
not be serviceable and become submissive, 
then turn her out of doors; if Ishmael mock Gen. xxi. 

• Gal.iv.30. 
the son of the free woman, then turn hIm out 
also, with liis mother-in-law. 

Again, seeing reason hath the lordship of 
this world, it is to exercise himself in piercing z 
reason in order thereunto, and therefore, he 
~hat hath the greatest share of this ~erishing 

reason 
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reason or angelical wisdom, should have the 
greatest share of government, and to such 
the scriptures exhorts, saying, Be ye wise, 0 
kings, and be you learned, Oh! ye judges of 
the earth; but then it follows, Kiss the son, 
lest he be angry. Now what are they to be 
instructed or learned in, is it in any other 
books but the moral and civil law. This 
then were excell~nt, and it hath a double 
excellency if they have but so much faith as 
to kiss the son, that is, to submit to the son;· 

A so far as not to usurp a spiritual authority or 
prerogative power over the scripture, faith, 
or conscience, but to keep themselves to their 
own throne, and let God rule l1is dJrone; tIlen 
they may become nursing fathers and queens, 
nursing mothers to the harmless saints, this . 
is a ' good kingly govern~ent. But these 
false priests and people here spoken ot~ are 
not under 'such government, but they hiwe 
their reason stu'pified 'and dro~ned in yOI~lp
tuousness' and sens~aFty in their gorma~diz
ing feasts: and so overcharge nature with 
surfeiting lusts and want~iiness, I much more , ~ .. . 

than brute beasts. But as this v~rs~ sets forth 
their earthly pleasures and sensualities f? ~he 
corrupting of themselves, so the ne~t vers~ 
sets forth their descent 'and devilish praCtices, 
to be their utter' overthrow. But before I'tre~t 
pf that, a few word of Peter's, where he 
'. ' saith, 
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, aith, that they were made to be taken and 
destroyed; here is the doctrine of reprobation, 
whicp is inculcated by the apostle. Can this 
seed deliyer itself? when as it is said to be 
made ,on purpose for destruction, and this de
struction will prove an eternal one, as in the 
1th, '5th, 6th, and 7th verses of Jude doth 
witness, and Peter witnesseth it likewise, and 
so doth Jllde again, verses the lIth and 12th, 
besi?~s an' abuindapt mpre p1aces in scripture. 
Dut !),ll these false propbets, I mean priests 
pf paal, do hope " ~nd teach otherwise, am} 
" orne of them teach that none will be damned 
for a temporal sin. ' , 

One Doctor DpdwelJ, a learned Doctor in 
Cambridge, prea~lJ ~~ 'p.- ' y~~y pl~a~ing doc
trine, and saith, that those ~criptures t}1at JJ 

~peak of God's sti.;ripg up', haying for an ~x
example, and makipg the wid{ed for the day 
pf wrath, saith, it is aJI but teinpor~l p~!1ish:" 
ments, and h~ furth er says, that tp~ ~ew 
Testament represents these punishmepts as p.o~ 
to be prepared ~0J' man, but for the devil and 
his angels, and be ci tes the following scrip
tures, Ephesians, v. 6,-Collosions, iii. 6.
Romans ix. 22. This punishment, says he, 
can be no other but the wrath designed for the 
devils, which men are no ways entitled tp, 
~nd then he adds, saying, that Presbytery and 
"thers that refuse to be governed by Bishops 

are 
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are to be treated in no other way than as ene- . 
mies and fellow-rebels wIth the devil; and 
upon the 19th of Jude, he saith, the Catholics 
did believe that the soul of man was mortal. 
Again, he saith, there was n~ breach of the 
law till Moses who made the first law, and 
that all that died between Adam and :Moses 
will lay in the dust eternally, and so llave no . 
immortality; and would seem to prove it from 
Romans c. iv. 15.; when the Jaw was given, 
it was not so absolute regal, (saith he) because 
it was in the power of each fi'eewill to exempt 
itself from the power of the law; and also he 

'. makes Sodom and Gomorrah's punishment a 
temporal one, and so are never to rise again. 

~ 'Vhat wicked man is there that will not like 
this doctrine. But 1'11 pass him by as a man of 
great le_arning in Greek, but none in grace. 

eHA P. XII. 

Woe unto tit em ! f01' they are gone in tlte way 
of Cain, and ran greedily after tlte e1'1'or 
(!f Balaam for re'lvard, and perished it, 
the gainsaying of Core. 

HERE is a sad judgment pronounced 
\" , against ecclesiastics, which is a national 
phurch ministery; if that church which they 
gover~ be like their teachers, then its like 

church 
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church like people, being both blind, they 
must fall into the ditch. But few of those 
will be saved unless they lay down their mi
nistry before they die, yet several of their 
hearers may, as will appear in the n,ext verse. 

But these being no other than Baal's priests, 
having their commission from man, being 
descended from their grandfather Cain, and 
go in his way, but run, and that greedily after 
their father Balaam; so much the mote, and 
by how much the more they apprehend great 
advantage by it, such as riches, honour, and 
pleasure; this is their delight and the wages 
they run foJ', For even the church lauds and 
Jivings which Balak gives, as well as lord
ships, they will not lose one penny of it, be
cause it is sacred; so the church rights being 
in zeal to the good old capses, yet it is said 
to be in the way of Cain. 

Now tIle way of Cain is no other than mur
der and lies, for Cain murdered his brother 
Abel that he might have the lordship of the 
world in his hands, and when God asked 
Cain where his brother was, he answered the 
Lord with a lie, saying he knew not, and in 
a taunting imperious manner said, Am I my 
brother's keeper. 

Now are there any people in the worM that 
have been more guilty of lies and murder, 
than these Baalists and National Priests, 

especially 

71 

c 

D 

E 



'(4. A PRACTICAL l)1SCOUUS£' l' PON 

3rdlY. And in the fifth century, Anstirr, 
their English Apostle and Bishop of Canter
bury, was of the same stamp; he having pre
ferred a bill against them in Parliament, and 
this Austin not having the fear of God before 
his eyes, did maliciollsly and feloniously plot 
and cOlltrive the death of 1200 monks of 
Bangor, and fOl:lf substantial witnesses made 
oath that he moved the Papan King to do it. 

And ilOW Rome having got itself the mo>
ther church, and the Pope supreme head of 
it; then the clergy in all countries took this: 
oath. 

"I, such a one, sware to be true to Saint 
The ~>lth . Peter and the Holy I"ather of Rome,. and to 

the Pope the Holy FatJler, and to defend it 
against all men, and all heretics and schis
Inatics to our Holy Father, I will persecute 
to the utmost of my power. So help me God, 
and the Holy Evangelists;" which is as much 
as to say; if I do not so, Jet me be damned . 
Oh '! hOlTible wickedness! 

L 

-But to proceed a little farther, in process 
of time· it came to pas~, that two Popes were 
chosen at one time by several partie~; namely, 
Pope Clement and Pope Urbin; the violence 
and fury of these . two holy Popes against 
each other occasioned a desperate war between 
them, ~nd damnable curses against each other, 
wherein many thou~allds were killecl 

And 
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And in the days of King Henry the IVth, 
tllere were two other Popes in their church at 
that time, whereof King Henry wrote toPope 
Gregory, and tells him of200,000 that were 
slaiu upon the account of l1im; and to the 
other Anti-Pape fighting in camp ((i)). the title 
of the Bishopric, telling him he oug'ht to be 
~;ri~ved 101' the same, and desiring him rather 
t6 decline the honour of the Apostolie See, 
than sniter such horrible bloodshed . . 

But one story more brings us down to the 
time of God's putting it into the hearts of 
Princes to hate this scarlet whore, whose 
bloodsheu aw.l cruelties 'fere so great in the 
year 1500. 

Pope Le.o the XttJ, and his Cardinal fell 
out, which occasioned another bloody war 
between them, when the Pope raised 40,-000 
men, most of them under his own pay, an~ 
these Priests, Bishops, and Clergy heading 
that army, they joined in battle, and there 
has not been seen in aU Italy a battle more 

_furious and dreadful; for it is said, that on 
both sides were slain 26,000 souls. This battle 
made mightily for the second anti-church, 
the Protestant one of Europe; the angels 
thereof then sounding the trumpets of their 
ministry, as Luther, Swinglers, and others of 
\great power. ' 

CHAP. 

7[) 
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C HAP. XIII. 

The Rise of the Protestant Church. 

THIS Episcopal or Pro'testant Church, ~o 
called from their protesting against the 

Popish Superstition, as to the substance of 
their religion, they are aU one and the same; 
so tbat if one iN true, the other is true, and if 
one "is false, the other is false likewise; for the - . 
essentials of their faith are one and fhe same, 
so .that most of the differences between tlJem 
lay in circumst~.nces and ceremonies. 

"NoW ~bese p.ew priests to establish them~ 
selves ~ga.inst th~ ole! priests their fathers, 

. would gratify the magistrates for assisting 
them with th~t glpripus title of making them 
the supreme bead of the church, instead of 
their father, tbe :rope; thinking themselves 
fitter tQ rule tha~ he, h~ being as they thought 
blind with age. . 

Now the younger brethren or children 
maklng the magistrate the suprem~ head of 
the church, the prince upon this, paving been 
~() priest-ridqen~ before they c~)Uld shake him 
off, was resolved to make the younger brother 
the better mfll1, and ~Iartin Jllust now be 

pl'eferreq 
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prefel'red before Peter; and will install him-
'elf in Peter's place; so their bishops shall be 
as great as the Popish bishops, and appoint 
them the ~ame consecration and ordination. 
For here, in England, all the Bishops are 
subject to the Archbishop of Canta-bury, he 
being the Pope of ~ngland, and all other 
Bishops take the oath of canonical obedience 
to him, and he is as his father the Papist was, 
made the first Peer of the Realm, next to the 
Royal Family; and he, with York, hath the 
title of Grace, and as the other BishoJM are 
stiled the Right Ueverend, the Archbishops 
are stil ed the Mo~t Ueverend,' and the inferior 
Clergy Rever~nd. 

Again, after a Prote~tant Bishop is conse
crated., he is brought into the King's or 
Queen's presence to do homage for his tem
porality or barony, and he compounds for his 
first year's profit or wages for his ministry; 
and though this is the very same wages as 
the Papists, yet tlte Papists call them the 
Bishops of another world; and are very angry 
with them, and thel'e is some reason for it tOOl' 
That the Protestant who is the younger son~ 
should be so vicious and unjust, as not only 
to usurp authority over their father's estate, 
but to depose their elder brother and seize his 
estate, both house and land; and yet be so 
jJIlpudent as to say, God hath -giyen it th 

])id 
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Did not that brother run greedily to gettbat 
estate, and is not this brother as greedy in 
striving to get it again. Is not this robbing 
Peter to pay Paul, or clothe Martin, one bro
ther, and rob another; being both of them 
brethren 'in iniquity, and no iniquity is like 
the clergy'S, and no craft is like priestcraft. 
Be angry with me on both sides if you can, 
for all the world have reason to be any with 
you, who have robbed them and cheated 
them of a great part of their estates, as wi1l 
'be shewn hereafter. 

But behold the actions of this new church, 
in order to the raising of itself. 

CHAP. XIV. ' 

IT hath been first shown, that the fouilda-
tion of the Romish Church, was Jaid in 

blood, and if we mind the actions of the Pro
testant C'hurch, we shall find tllat it was 
founded in blood likewise; for when this 
.church extricated itselffrom Rome, and shook 
off its ceremonies, it did not shake oft" the 
sword of steel, but took that sword with them 
that had been bathed in the blood of many, 
but having sheathed it fora while; but when 
they' saw that they had got power, then they 
put on thejr armour and drew these swords, 

and 
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and would sheath them in the blood of their 
brethren that opposed them. 

Now we are to mind, that that religion 
which puts on armour and fights with the 
sword of steel, never acknowledges God by 
his testament or titles, nor knows nothing of 
angelical divine love, or gospel patience . . 

But this carnal or Protestant Church in 
Germany, having got the King of Bohemia, 
on their side, and some other Princes, took 
up arms as aforesaid, and the time being a 
come to ful til the scriptures, of God's putting 
it in their hearts to do his wiIJ, in hating. the 
whore and making her desolate, the ti.me of 
her wickedness being at the fuB. These 
Princes raised an army which wa.s cOluma.nded 
by one Zisco, and having obtained certain 
churches of kings, wherein they might freely 
preach, they told the people that the Pope 
was an anti-christ, and that John Huss and 
Jeremiah Prague were the two last witn~sses. 
This doctrine so ~xasperated the people as to 
fight valiantly, and suppressed many mona
steries, and drew away the Popish priests and 
monks out of them. 

Anrl Zisco having got a great number of 
men of war-took several garrisons, and· the 
Emperor, by the Pope's persuasions, sent an 
army against them of 10,000; but the Pro
testants overcame them, and took the city of 

.. Campton 
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Campton by force, and burnt an the Popish 
Priests there. 

And Zisco £ougllt a third battle and got 
the victory, and slew; 9000 Papists. He again 
fought a fo.urlh. a battle, and slew 3000, and 

, put the rest to ffight. 
In tine, he fQught nine battles, and over

R , cam€ in all; then Zisco died, and they chosed 
:: another General; then the Pope and the Em
.. ;, 'peror came with a second , supply of 80,000 

. men; but the Protestants overcame them also, 
: after which they came to a treaty of peace; 

but the Tur.ks coming against the Emperor, 
besieged Vienna with an army of 200,000, 

.: the Protestants joining with the Papists they 
. obtained a great victory, where 80,000 of the 
,Turks was slain. Then the Protestants in a 

' fuw years after came to have their worship 
,established by kings and queens; and the 
magistrates and ministers joined together in 
that church, to be judges of heresy as the 

: papists di4; ' as Bishop Jewel, in Queen Eli
zabeth'!? reign said) we do persecute all heretics 

, as our fqremthers did in former times; 27 
papists were taken in a meeting and impl'i

, soned,.and bore to the f~ggets at Paul's Ct:oss. 
At another time one man and ten womeu 

were condemned and ' eight banished, and 
s command was given out fur their burning in 

Smithfield,. In the 23rd year of her reign, 
it 
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it was eIIacted treason to draw anyone from 
the faith and worship then established. 

But. it is not proper to bring this history 
of their cruelty lower down or too near the 
present time, least following truth too near 
the heels, a man may have his teeth knocked 
out, as saith Sir 'V alter Raleigh, in his epis
tle to the History of the W orId. 

eRA P. xv. 
Run, and that greedily, after the error of 

Balaam for ,·eward. 

81 

THERE are many great errors in a false 
ministry, but these are counted neither T 

errors nor novelty, for every man loves gain, 
and gain is accounted godliness, and the na
tional ministry were never more godly than 
gainful; for there is but a wish and a would 
upon godliness; as Balaam for a righteous 
death, and all the Baalists are the same. But 
there is a must upon riches by that genera- ' 
tion, as I would be godly, but I must be rich; 
I must be honorable, I must take my plea
sure, I must and I will if I can be a compa
nion for princes, and will honour them, and 
sew piJJows under their elbows; I will give 

L them 
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them ease and respect, and wiB have their 
persons in admiration because of advantage. 
I must and will have my dues, the cllUrcll 
hath given it me, it is my right, and I must 
and I will have that right and maintain it; 
that my Sllcc'essor is not wronged; not that I 
care so much for my successor, but it is my 
own interest which I principally aim at. 

Here lies the spirit, the 1ife, the religion of 
Baal's priests, and honour is the high price of 
the call of man unto this ministry. 

These are the men that the prophets and 
apostles and witnesses of the spirit call greedy 
dogs, that can never have enough. These 
snarle at a man that will stand in his way~ 
(when he is upon his run) to hinder him from 
a large living, for his ninny nonnies. 

But these preachers are rarely provided 
for, whether they are Romish, Episcopal, or 
Presbytery, for these three are the only coun
tenanced churches in Europe. 

But of these three, the Papists have tIre 
most plentiful endowments and rewards, 
where they have power of gm1e-rnment, inso
much that the History of England mentions, 
that the Friars, Abbots, and Monks had got 
in their hands, in the reign of King Henry 
the VIIlth, a third part of their lands. 

The Pope's church in Italy is now of that 
extent, that it reaches from sea to sea, being 

one 
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()De hundred miles in breadth, and three ~:.~ H:!~k 
bundred miJes JonO'. There are reckoned.to of Cosmo-::; grapby p. 

be of Monks and Friars in Italy, France, 114. 

Germany, and Spain, no less than 1,000,000, 
all of which depend upon the Pope's authority. x 
Every convent or moml!'tery being a garrison 
to defend the Pope, which is so rich and of 
such power, as that he is able to raise twenty 
thousand foot, and two thousand horse in less 
than a month. 

These are the waters that the whore sits on, 
anu as to the other clergy, their tythes and 
references are reckoned in France, to be twelve 
hundred thousand pounds, and that they 
possess seven parts in twelve, besides all their 
'Standing rents, of offerings, burials, and y 

uirges. There being in that kingdom alone, 
13 Archbishops, 104 Bishops, 1450 Ab~ts, 
550 Archpriors, 567 Nunneries, 700 Convents 
of Friars, and the .Popish Priests are 130,000 
taking in all inferior orders, and though the 
parishes are but 27,400, yet there are reckoned 
15,000,000 of people in } .... rance, whereof the 
clergy do make 3,000,000, which is a fifth 
part of the whole. 

In Spain, are eleven Archbishop~ and 52 
Bishops. Dr. Burnet, bishop of Salisbury y 

8aith, that the Hospitals of Naples amounts 
to one hundred thousand pounds, and that 
~he plate of the churches in Naples amounts 

tQ 
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to two millions of pounds, and that tIl ere are 
several pieces of plate said to be worth two 
thousand five hundred pounds, which is an 
dead and useless, saith the ])octor. 

No,,, all these riches, honour, and glory, 
bath been got" by this race of running, and 
there will never want race-men so long as the 
wages will be given. 

Now these three churches of Papists, Epis
cop~lJ Jlnd Presbytery, must share it amongst 
them, unless the magistracy will cast off all 
their ministry and m~k.~ use of it themselves, 
which can hardly be done because the magis
tracy will have ont' ministry 01' other, as long 
as the world doth last; and dlere is a neces
sity ther~ shpuld b~ a public ministry, as weB 
as ~ public ~agistracy . 

CHAP. XVI! 

And perish i~ the gainsaying of Core. 

THIS Core and Moses were brother's chil-
dren, Core was of the tribe of Levi, who 

of course were to officiate in the Priest's office, 
for which they had the tenth" of the people's 
goods allowed them. , 

1 Now his employment was not to come near 
~~ altar, for that di4 belong to the high Priest, 

but 
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but they were to attend in the sanctuary, in 
praying and offering sacrifice. These caned 
in Dathan and Abiram to oppose Moses, and 
would have supplanted him in his Priesthood, 
~Uld have assumed to themselves both civil 
and ecclesiastic government, '\.vnich was pe
culiar to Moses and Aaron; jnst like the 
:.eresbytery by the Episcopacy, hating to be 
inferior to them. For pride and ambition 
runs in a line, and acts according as Core did, 
and so falls with them, for presuming to take 
upon them the office of a minister of the 
gospel without a commission from heaven; 
so through pride would be the companions 
.of princes, and men of consequence and re
nown, as Corah, Dathan, and Abiram' were, 
being men renowned for wealth and wisdom, 
and men of great presence. Core, being a 
Levite, and so apt to teach, the other two 
were statesmen, which made the conspiracy 
greater; therefore, said on~, Woe to the wick
ed, {meaning Coran), and Woe to his neigh
hour.s, as Dathan and Abiram; these came to 
spiritual wickedness together; and would be 
offering strange fire to the Lord: sllch are 
all national ministry's, whether public or 
private. What is all their wor~hip and offer
ings but strange fire, for not one of t,..em are 
pf God, but all are fighters against the true 
mj~istry, and against ~uch as cannot fan 

down 
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down and worship in their vain-glorious sy
nagogues, all these are inel uded with Coral), 
Dathan, and Abiram, as they committed spi
ritual wickedness together. 

CHAP. XVII. 

'l'hese a'J'e spots in you'/, feasts of cha'l'ity, 
'when they feast with you, feeding them
selves without fear: clouds they are with
out 'water, carried about of winds; trees 
~vlwse.fruitwitlte1·etlt, without fruit, twice 
dead, pluclted up by tlte Toots, verse 12. 
Raging 'waves of tlte sea, foarning out 
their shame; ~valllle'ring stat's, to w}wnt 
is Teserved the blackness of darkness fo'l' 
ever.-verse 13. 

THOSE \vl1o run so greedily after the error 
of Balaam for reward, are the persons 

that are here called spots in their feasts of 
P chat'ity. They are the ministers and teachers 

of the people, though spotted and spurious, 
yet they are not spotted alone, but the people 
walking in the same ungodly way, are in-

w,e 23. eluded with their teachers. The spots and 
corruptions of these teachers are sucli, a~ by 
the~r actions and fruit may be easily discerned 

by 
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. by a judicious eye, that they are not the mi ... 
nisters of God, but quite contrary. For in 
their first exercise of sacred things, th~y are 
said to be fed without fear, even at sueh a 
time as they are feasting with the elect of 
God . 

Secondly, they are called empty clouds; 

87 

and have no refreshing drops of water to com- C 

fort God's elect, who are starved under them. 
Thirdly, they are not only called trees, c 

which are not only dead, but twice dead and 
plucked up by the roots. 

l?ourthly, they are not as troubled waters 
only casting up mire and dirt; but as raging 
waves of the sea, foaming out their own ha
tred, envy, and malice, when crost, which is 
their shame. 

Fifthly, they are not only stars, but wan
dering stars fi"om place to place, from duty 
to duty; but they give so dark a Ijght that 
neither themselves nor others can see which 
way to walk. But of each of these in their 
place and order.. 

Sixthly, they are reserved" to punishment. c 
First, the Apostle Jude intimates very 

plainly to us, that the elect seed were to be 
captivated under a false ministry; for the ad
ministrators and the administrations were to 
cease together, when tlJey had fi11ished their 
testimony, and done what was appointed 

them; 
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them; having the outward court of the scrip
tures, and the external worship given them 
by stealth, took possession of them, and the 
elect of God were elected to be captivated 
under them, and to submit to theirwol'ship, be
lieving that the learned men of the world, (the 
Priests) have power successively to set up gos
pel ordinances or visible ordinances to please 
God. But for stICh whose consciences were 
very tender and could not submit, beillg (by the 
grace of God) more enlightened, such were to 
be trodden under foot, persecuted, and put to 
death. But for the others who were kept in 
blindness and darkness, so as to believe that 
these men had the power of wisdom to inter
pret scriptures, and to teach them how to 
worship God; also these Priests told them, 
that God had a visible church and ever would 
have, which was a national ministry, set up 
in imitation of the A.postles doctrine and 
practice. 

}~or these feasts of charity was a formal 
worship, and was annexed to the Lord's Sup
per, and these established ministers practised 
it, and liked such love feasts for voluptuous
ness sake, being as Paul said, " belly Gods." 
But these Priests instead of feeding their 
sheep, they were fed by them, under the Jaw 
spoken of by Ezekiel, saying, Woe to the 
shepherds who feed themselves instead of 

their 
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their sheep, and clothe themselves . with -their 
wool; and the sheep became meat to all the 
beasts of the field, and were scattered because 
there was no shepherd; it became a dark 

-day, and my sheep must eat that which 
my shepherds have fouled and spoiled with 
their feet, but I will judge between catde 
and cattle, and between the sheep and. the 
goats. 

Thus, it was by these Priests, and under 
them in the time of the law, there not being 
Prophets under every age to instruct the elect; 
and it -was so after the Apostles time, after 
the false Priests had got in the chair.
Then the sheep or lambs of Christ were forced 
to eat that which they had trampled with 
their feet, and took theil' own imaginations 
for revelations; yet these innocent lambs 
being charitable, were free to believe them 
who little deserved it; in that they fed so 
greedily, as the carnal Israelites did 011 the 
manna; never fearing the wrath of God, from 
the consequences of their rioting, though 
they were to be taken and destroyed, Batter
ing themselves that God would not damn 
man for momentary pleasures which they 
could not avoid. But some may say here, 
Are the elect taught who are under a fuJse 
ministry? and of what use is that ministry to 
them1 

M Answe,.: 

89 
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F Answer. God teac.hes the elect by the in .. 
spiration of his most holy spirit, where hi!\ 
commissioned messengers are not, by which 
they are preserved from the breach of the law, 
and preserved in innocency of life; ,though 

G they may know no other but that Jesus eh rist 
is the son of God. But love, charity, and obe
dience, (so far as they know by the invisible 
motions of the spirit), are sufficient for their 
salvation, without a necessity of submission 
to an external worship. 

H But then, if it be queried, saying, must we 
have no public ministry? if so, are we not 
worse than the Turks or Heathen~~ 

It To this I answer. That we are better than 
Turks or Heathens in a non-commissioned 
ministry of God, why~ Because they hold 
forth to the people, the letter of the scriptures,. 
and tJ-te necessity of obedience to the moral 
and civil laws; and this is of great use and 
necessity to the seed of-reason. 

Secondly. It is also of g'feat use to the 
J,R, to~r, elect of God who are congregated amongst 
liedgwlck, ' , ' 

a Minister them -and becomes a means sometimes to be 
~ , , 

delivered frolll.them; as when the elect vessel 
healing a nati,onal preacher read and recite 
the scriptures, h,e is convi~lced of the truth 
of them. Now what doth he is such a case? , , . . ~ 

Why truly, he justifies the ,ministry of the 
Prophets'and Apostles, (as saith the last wit

ness) 
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ness) and sits down in peace of his own mind, 
and he becomes wiser than his teacher, by 
seeillg him dark in spiritual things, so hears - I 

him no more, btlt pityeth him. Such is the 
condition Qf all that are taught by the spirit. 

Again, it may be doubted by some, whe
thet' aH the elect Ii ving in these days, . are 
appointed to believe in this commission of the 
spirit; or shall not their innocency oflife save 
them now, as well as when there was no true 
ministry. Answer ,-there is none of the seed 
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of faith now living, if they 'hear the report of 
the doctrine of this last commission of the 
'spirit, but they will believe the same; al
though the other seed, which is the ~ed of 
reason cannot believe it.. But ~~ such as 
have not heard of it, but die in the innocency 
thereof, their innocency oflife will save thepi, 
but they cannot be so happy;. because, they 
want the assurance.oflife eternal, }VhicJ1 a true 
commission gives them. 

I 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Secondly, these Preachers a'l'e called clouds 
without waters, being carried about witlt 
winds. 

CLOUDS without water are they, which 
are without the wa,ter of life running in 

th~ 
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the veins of faith, the cloud being a confused 
cloud, a bare opinion, empty. of all spiritual 
refreshment. Peter calls them wells withou t 
water; yet these wells or c1011ds have waters 
in them, but not the waters of life; as the 

Dated last witness in a letter to me writes, saying 
July 29th, h h h b 'I 
1619, t us, t at t e repro ate seed m t le fallen-

angel, hath a well of water in them, and this 
well of water is dug in them by false teachers 

It or preachers, and out of this well doth waters 
arise, which are the waters of death, which 
is unbelief, a troubled mind, a woum]ed con
science, 'and the fear of eternal death . 

But on the contrary, there is a well ofl iving 
water in every true beJjever, and God's mes-

J, sengers did dig this well. In that faith comes 
by hearing the word of God. preached, but 
how can he preach except he is sent. 1'his 
water is always springing up with revelation 
()f heavenly 'Yisdom, peac~ of conscience, and 
joy in the 'Holy Ghost, with the assurance of 
eternal lite. It is a great ber-efit and ~lessing 
liv~ng upder a true ministry chosen and sent 

14 of God. Thirdly, J~de calls them false 
teachers without fi'~it, that is, without good 
fruit. The tree of knowledge since jt brougllt 
forth evil, it ha~ 11)st gOQd and remains evil 
~ontin~ally. For a ~orrupt tree will bring 
forth corrupt fruit, though it may flourish 
putwardly,. and appear beautifully gTeen, and 
. . a~m~ 
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adorned with leaves, yet bears no fruit, a~ 
the fig' tree which was cursed by our blessed 
saviour, and these trees spoken of by Jude 
and Peter wt!re cursed likewise, and their 
leaves of goodly words, and fruits of legal 
righteousness were withered and decayed; 
not being like the leaves of the tree of life . 

... " th d" I d hId L. 1\J. on . .I.' or ose were me lCllla an ea e na- Rev. c. 'Ii. 

tions, being the doctrine of faith and love in page M. 

a form of sound words, baving spirit and life 
in them, delivered by the twelve apostles, 
who were those twelve manner of ~ruits, pro
ceeding from the tree of life. 

But 'the doctrine of tlJese false teachers did 
yieJd no ii-ujt of godliness. But the Curse 
llayjng taken hold of them, they withered 
and died; and were not. only dead, but twice 1\1 

dead; plucked up by the roots. They were 
first dead in trespasses and sins, though after
wards they pretended redemption from those 
sins, by Christ shedding of his blood for th~m; 

. but their turning the gr~~e of God mto las:
civiousness and denying t4e Lord Jesus Christ 
to be the only Lord God, they brought upon 
themselves another death sealed up in it; and 
it could be no otperwise, in that the ground 
of their hearts brought no other fruit, but 
pricking thprns and brips; so were to be 
plucked up by the roots f;\S fuel for eternal 
burning, under a $econd death or dying liie,_ 
~lways dying but never dead. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

FOURTHLY, they are not only as troubJed 
waters casting up mire and dirt, but as 

raging waves of the seas, foaming out their 
shame of hatred, malice, and envy; baving 
own no bounds to their passions; so that a man 
may as soon stop the raging waves of the 
seas, as to divert their wrath when it is once 
kindled, tbis I know by experience; but I 
shall pass it by, and treat of their denomina-

. tion, called, ,vandering stars. 
Exo.xiv. Now these ministers are called stars, being 
: .3cor. xvi not fixed in that heavenly orb of divine faith, 
p. which should stand still i., the mind, and 

behold ~he salvation of God in themselves, 
from whence revelation doth arise and flow. 

Brit the ministers of all the seven churc11es 
ef Asia, what are they? but wandering stars 
and false vapours, (like wilJ-with-a-wisp) or 
a going fire, leading men out of the way of 
all true knowledge, and so they wander from 
duty to duty, from scripture to scripture, 
(rom father to fathers, as Eusebius, Socrates, 
Athanasius, Augustin, St. Jerome, St. Hierom, 
and St. Chrysostom, with abundance of more 
,Jpade saints; from a11 these they seek straw 

I and 
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and stubble to make full tale of bricks to 
build with. Likewise the Heathen Philoso
phers must put in their helping hands, and 
no right ministers or light stars, without they 
have read Aristotle, Plato, TuJIy, Homer, 
Plutarch, Pliny, Pythagoras, and Senica, 
with many more. Then from all these their 
work is framed, and a text from scripture is 
taken and divided into several parts' or heads, 
and several doctrines raised with reasons and 
llses, so many, as that every made saint, phi
losopher or heathen writer must contribute to 
the building or making up of this bapble; 
and the greatest scholars that have Aristotle. 
Cicero, and Plato in their heads are ve'ry sots; 
and a church that must be conducted by 
such shall always be learning, but never come 
to the knowledge of the truth. So that all 
these wandering stars are no less than spi
ritual vagabonds, adjuring by Jesus whom 
Paul preached; as if they were Panl and 
Peter themselves, yet understood not what 
the apostles Jesus is or was, no more than 
those vagabond sons of Scava did, who were 
the chief Priests. 

These seyen sons of Scava are a. type of the 
stars or angels of the seven churches of Eu- 0 

rope, and that prophecy of ~saiah, chapter 
x i. verse 15th, of destroying the tongue of 
the Egyptian sea in an its seven streams, as 

my 
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my faith hath extended itself to those timesj 

called the second time, (v~rse 11th) which 
hand that recovers the remnant of his people 
is no other but Israel's Redeemer, even Christ 
Jesus, who was in chapter 9th and 6th verse, 
called th€ everlasting Father, and Almighty 
'God, (that is) he should be so called by this 
third and last commission of the spirit, which 
will destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; 
as my faith is in these words. 

Sixthly, the8e wandering stars are said to 
be reserved to the blackness of darkness for 
ever. This will be the state of these wan
dering star.!! and to all their adherents, when 
this bla~k day comes they wiIJ wander no 
more, which win be at the end of the world, 
when God doth raise the dead, and the elect 
'a~ ascended; then will a flood of fire be 
poured down to burn up all the glory and 
beauty of this world to ashes and sand; but 
will not be so favorable as to burn the wicked 
reprobate; when all is burned, then will the 
sun, moon, and stars, which are. the na.tural 
lighVi of heave'll. go out like the snuff of a 
candle, never to give their lights any ~ore. 

Th~'h 'as the commission of th~ spirit say~, 

Itee~es" will thcir bodies which they so pampered, 
!:;:~}ro~ and made their kingdom of heaven, then be
HeaTeD. COme their kingdom of hen, and those proud 

spirits their devil shut up close prisoners, 
souls 
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souls and bodies without motioning the least Q 

comfort to g'ive them any ease at all in tbis Exo. xi. , 22. 

place of darkness, of which, the three days ::.v. n. 
and three nights darknes& in Egypt was a Joel ii . ~. . Rev,xTI. 

type; in which darkness they shall hear one 21. 

another's doleful cries, llnd cursed blasphe
mies; but shall never see one another's dread
ful faces; neither ca~ they stir from the place 
of their resurrection; having bodies as heavy 
as Jead and as black as pitch. But no more 
of this here, for the world cannot bear to hear 
the report of it, although they must bear the 
punishment. I-i'or tbis is the testimony of 
all the three commissions. 

CHAP. XX. 

And Enoch also the seven tit from Adam, pro
phesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometl~ w'itlt ten thousand of Ms saints, to 
execute judgment upon all, and to convince 
all t!tat are ungodly among them, of all 
their ungodly deeds, which they have un
godly committed, and of all theil' ha7,d 
speeche~ which ungodly sinners Iwvc spoken 
against him.-ver. 14 and 15. 

'THESE are murmurers and comp1ainers, ~~e lIS. 

walking after their own lusts; and their 
mouths speak th gre(lt wel]jng words, hav-

N mg 
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ing men's persons in admiration, because of 
advantage. 

let Obm- Mind h-ere', al1d observe, how the Apostle 
ntio~ brings in Enoch as a witness to this; and of 

the judgment and condemnatiou of the repro
bate seed, of which" these wandering stars are 
part of; the whole of which prophecies of 
Enoch gave to our forefathers of Adam's seed 
and nature, some knQwJedge of a d3y ofjudg
ment and condemnation of nngodly men, and 
that delivered down traditionally trom Elloch 
to Noah, and from thence to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, and so down to Moses. So that God 
hath not Jeft himself without a witness, of the 
sin and judgment of that seed, which at the 
end of the world, will be inflicted upon them,. 
as also to encourage the elect with faith and 
patience to wait their time of tl)eir own de
liverance. 

But part of this reprobate unbelieving seed 
5 are angry, and greatly dispJeased at this epis-

2d .Obser. tIe by' Jude and say it was never written by 
valton. " 

him, but count it Apocrypha, saying, we 
have no scripture of Enoch's writing, neither 
~ay they, have we any account of that dispute 
between Michael and the dev-il about the body 
of Moses, which Jude here speaks of. 

And why are they so much against this 
Epistle by J ude ~ why because God's prero
gative power in hi condemnation of the re

probate 
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probate seed; and tllat Christ Jesus is that 
God, and the only and alone saviour of all 
that shaH be saved; and that there should 
be two seeds, the one elected to eternal life, 
the other reprobated to etemal death. 
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Again, mind and observe thus much, that T 

I 
' . 3rd Obeer-

though we have not Enoc 1 s prophecIes on nllon. 

record, yet it is certain that there were such 
prophecies on record, but whether theyw€rein 
books or in parchments it is not certain; but 
they might be brought down traditionally 
from fath er to son. For Enoch being the 
seventh from Adam, all the heads of these 
six fami1ies were alive in the days of his pro
phecies; for Enoch was bom about the 622nd 
year of the world, and Adam living9ao years, 
so that Adam Ii ved till the 308th year of 
Enoch's life; so that Adam received great 
benefit and comfort, (so did all the ·spirituaJ 
seed) by Enoch's prophecies, as being the 
priest of God; and all were taught by him. 
}'or all the generations following Enoch, they 
taught it to their children traditionally, and 
this was as effectual as if they had been in 
books. For Methusalem was Enoch's son, 
and he lived through many generations, even 
within one year of the flood, which came 
down successively to Noah, which was 1600 
years from thence to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and so until M·oses; then came (orth 

a 
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a written law, and Moses wrote of Enoch; 
otherwise, how could he have known that 
Enoch walked with God, and how God took 
him up to heaven, the residence of his glory. 

In a w9rd, Methusalem, Enoch's son, lived 
many hundred years with Adam and Shem, 
and Noah's son lived long with Methusalem, 
and Isaac liyed fifty years with Shem; so 
that those three ~en, from the beginning of 
th~ world u~til Moses's fiftieth year, was 
longer th~n the ~irth of ~hrist t~ these our 
days. 

~oreover, the prophecies of Enoch COIl

c~rning the coming of qod in the flesh for 
the salvation of the elect seed of Adam, and , . .. ' , 

the day of judgment and cpndemnation of 
the seed of the serpent, called the sons and 
p.aught~r.s Rf Belial; were very well known 
to the twelye r~triarchs, who were the sons 
of Jacob, as dQth, ~pp~ar in their last Will and 
Testament tp thei~ ~hil~ren, which prophecies 
~ere fr()ll~ ~nqch; ~s was saiJ by them in 
~everal plac~s? flPq ~f several of their testi-
m~nies, I shall pnly ~'ecite these follqwipg. 

¥irst, Qod sh~~l hi~nself ~'~ise pnto you my 
children, the ligh~ pf tile righteous, saith 
~eb~lon; he shall redeem the seed of Adam 
from bondage of Belial, and you $hall see 
~od in the shape of man. 

S~c~nd, Simeon, God shaH take a body 
upon 
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upon him, eating and drinking with man, 
shall save man. 

Third, God hath chosen Judah to be a king 
of all people; therefore worship you his seed 
said Reuben, for he shall die for you, and 
reign with you, world without end. 

Fourth, I saw, that out of Judah was born 
a virgin, having a white silken robe, and out 
of her came forth the Immaculate Lamb, in 
him joined the angels and men, said Joseph 
to his children. . 

Fifth, the Holy One of Israel shall reign 
over you my children, (said Dan) in holiness 
.and poverty, and he that believetb in him, 
shall certainly J'eign with him in heaven. 

Sixth, by faith shall help and welfare spring 
up unto Israel, (said Nepthalim) and in him 
shall Jacob be blessed. 

Seventh, God shaH appear amongst men 
upon the earth to save the flock of Israel, said 
Isachar. 

Eighth, you my children (said Asher) shall 
be dispersed and despised by reason of your 
sin, until the Highest doth visit the earth, 
eating and drinking as man with man, and 
breaking the serpent's head in pieces, without 
noise; be shall save Israel by water, being' 
God hidden in man, shall the Saviour come. 

Ninth, my son, understand that the Lord 
~rall execute judgment upon the children of 

men 

101 
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men because of their un belief; even when the 
stones shall cleave asunder; the sun shall be 
darkened; and all creatures troubled at the 
invisible spirit and spoiling of hell, in the 
passion of the Highest, said Levi. 

Tenth, the Lord shall take the kingdom 
upon him, and as many as believe in him at 
the latter time, shall rise again to glory, and 
the others to shame. 

eRA P. XXI. 

~~HESE are the testimonies of Jacob's sonsy 
and so it was with Jacob their father, 

and so down to Enoch, and so to Adam, and 
so all the father's and their children fi'om 
Enoch, were educated in the faith of God, 
and his becoming flesh, and of a resurrection, 
and of a day of judgment to the two seeds, 
the one saw, the other executed. Now as to 
their execution, I need not treat of it here, 
having spoken of the nature and punishment 
of t.he reprobate's torments in the last chapter. 

Now, in the 15th verse, the A postle point
ing his discourse and doctrine of this false 
ministry, making further discovery of their 
wicked actions; as first, calling them mur
~urers and complainers; secondly, walking 

atter 
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after their own lusts; thirdly, they speak 
great swelling- words; fourthly, they are full 
of hypocrisy and dissimulation, gaining to 
themselves honor and riches. · 

First, as to their murmering and complain
ing, it is-against such as stand in the way of 
their preferment, or to such as reprove them 
for their lustful practices; to which their na-
ture's are prone. 

Secondly, their great swelling words of 
blasphemy and reproach against any that 
they think hinders them in any way from 
promotion, or shall gainsay their doctrine, 
calling them heretics, and their words and 
and principles of the devil; then comes their 
great sweJJing words of hatred, wrath, ma
lice, and envy; so' that these four spirit 
of envy, wrath, hatred, and malice, are the 
spawn of the devi1. 

These are the same spirits which John calls 
evil birds, caged up in the own bellies, and 
there sealed to eternal torments. }"or their 
worms will never die, and the fire which is 
blown up by the law, will never go out in a 
blasphemer of the Holy Ghost. 

y 

Thirdly, their own lusts are their own hea- Jam. i.ll. 

vens; this is the third time that the Apostle :.oe.xm:. 

hath charged all sin and evil upon man's own Job.ii. 15. 
Pea. lxxxi 

lust. What is that then, but the devil? 13. . 
Rom. 1.24 

therefore, if a man will but resist lust, he Eze iii. 21 

then 
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:O~ts . xiv . then doth resist the del'iI; as one of Jacob's 
Epe. xxiii . sons said, Kin the devil by your good works, 

and by your shuning of evil. Again, their 
wnith and malice is against alJ that oppose 
their doctrine, or that otherways make a stand 
against their honour and preferment. So on 
the other hand, by their SJlbtilty they insi .. 
nuate themselves into the company of great 
men; such as rule and govern the church and 
state, in order to get promotion; and there
fore, says Jude, they have men's persons in 
admiration, because of advantage. 

No beast is so subtile as the serpent. No 
z man so cunning and deceitful a'3 the devil. 

R~mark. 

And no devil, since the prince of devils be
came flesh, shall, or can out do priestcraft. 

The old translation renders it thus, baving 
them in reverence; who are more reverenced 
than the rich and honorable, especially such 
as sit in the stern of .government. 

A So this is a national ministry, and the chief 
governors of the church and state is their own 
devotee. And wh.at is all this fOJ'? is it not 
for honor and riches, and to be the compa
nions of princes, to .sit at their tables, to swen 
and to tell oJd fables. Now to these tIley 

JteQl.lIrJt. crouch and cringe, they bow and bend as if 
they were God Almighty; giving them flat
tering titles, as patrons of piety, with a God 
bless his wOl"sbip, hi HOllOf, or his lordship, 

c. &c. 
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The divines, said Burtoll, in his book of 
melancholy, who reckoned himself a divine 
also, if lJe is a rich man he is only a devotee, 
and if he is rich no matter how he got it. Oh! 
he is an honest man. Oh! his child is a 
golden child, let him be ever so ordinary. 

105 

~ And if at a feast he drinks healths, says, I 
have not drank up my cup, yea, says this 
Priest, you have drank like a Prince, as if B 

Princes were the only drinkers; but it is flat-
tery and priestcraft which poisons most great Thes.iU. 

men of this world. Now how false and con-
trary are these false Apostles, compared to 
the true and blessed Apostles; for Paul said 
to the ' saints, that they never used flattering 
words as a cloak of covetousness, neither did 
they seek glory from man. 

But these time serving men will be angry 
at such as take Paul's side against them; so 
I will pass on, to make observations on the 
next three verses, and then I have done with 
them, and so hath the Apostle Jude likewise. 

o CHAP. 



106 A PRACTICAL DISCOURSE UPON 

CHAP. XXII . 

. Belo'ved, 'remember ye the words wlticlt tV ere' 
before spolun of the Jlpostles of our L07'd 
Jesus Christ; How that they told you, that 
the1'e should be mocke'rs in tIle last times, 
wlto should walk after their otvn ungodly 
lusts.-These be they who separate them
selves, sensual, not having the spirit ,-ver". 
17, 18, and 19. 

THE Apostle being now come to a con-
clusion in his large description of this 

false ministry, turns his discourse to the elect~ 
the beloved of God, exhorting tbem to call to 
mind the doctrine of his fellow-apostles, as 
well as his; as Peter, Paul, and John wbo 
bad also foretold the coming of these false 
prit!sts in the latter times, whom they call 
mockers and makers of sects, as the old trans
lation bath it; and now these last times
reacheth up to these days, and the elect of 
God in these days are part of that beloved 
seed, that are now to mind the words of the 
Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, it being 
written for your understandings; on wllOm 
the ends of the world is coming, and the spirit 

IS 
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is coming wit11 it, as John, Jude, Peter, and 
Paul 1Jaih declared, which doth discover and 
make appear who these mockers and makers 
()f sects or churches are. 

F or we know that there hath been mockers 
in all ages and times, who were ever ready to 
... idicule the godly, as Ishmael mocked his bro
ther Isaac, it is probable, he cal1ed him !the 
son of promise, in scorn, as the Scribes and 
Pharisees mock~d our blessed Saviour, in 
scorn of his word and doctrine. 

But this mocking that was to be in the last 
days was higher; for though they did" not 
-only pretend to be christians, but teachers of 
.christians as ministers of Christ, and yet did 
mock at christianity itself in its prophecied 
illflocency, and not only so, but the ungodly 
lusts of some of these sects, led them to be ... 
lieve that there would be no resurrection or 

-day of judgment. But more of this hereafter. 
The Apostle saith, that they separate them

sel ves; it is true, the elect were required to 
separate themselves from idolatry and false 
worship; but not from their company, for then 
they must have gone out of the world, for 
they were every where. 

But these sects or separates here spoken"of, 
do make a division amongst themselves; for 
tlJOugh they have all one God, yet they wor
ship him several ways, according to their 
)J1laginary senslt31 spirit, they not having the 
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F 

'spirit of truth, through which they divi(l 
themselves into several churches, and cry, 
Lo! here is Christ, and there is Christ. 

But the elect are forewarned of them, for 
they:are found to be but anti-churches, though 
in imitation of the seven true churches of 
Asia, and these anti-angels were foreseen of 
John, when he said, that in the days of the 
voice of the seventh angel, when he should 
begin to sound, the mystery of God should 
be finished; but the seven true angels of 
the churches of Asia, sounded forth the 
trnmpet of their ministry] 300 years before, 
and the mystery of God waS not then finisJled. 

And these seven anti-angels of Europe 
have all sounded, and are now sounding the 
seventh and last anti-angel, for the commis
sion of the spirit is come forth, and the mys
tery of {lqd is finished; and the mystery of 
iniquity ·s qispovered. 

1~he seven ftnti-angels of Europe are as fol
lows: 1 st, Papist; ~nd, Episcopal; 3nI, Pres
bytery; 4th, 'The Independent; 5th, The 
~aptist; 6tq, rhe Ranter, and 7th, The 
quaker, lYhich is the last. 

The two first anti7chuq::Jl~s of Papist und 
Episcopal hare beell spQken of already, and 
the Presbytery in part, but I shall say some-:
~hing more qf the Presbytery, in shewing the 
pifference from the other two, as weB as the 
difference of the other fOllr anti-ehurclles. 

f 
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The th ird anti-church is of Presbytery; 
th is church is fath ered upon John Calvin, 
and differs little fi'om Episcopal doctrine, for 
they are Episcopally diluted, that is, they 
make no difference between a Bishop and a 
Presbyter; saying, there are but two orders 
in the church, vix. Presbyter and Deacon, 
and that the Apostles were to hav.e no succes
sors. So that, though the Presbyterians dis
own Bishops, yet they make themsel ves as 
much and as great as they; appropriating to 
themselves as much power in their parishes, 
as they, the Bishops have in their Diocess; 
so that they are Pope's in their parishes, as 
weJl as llislJOp's are in their great Cathedral's , 
.aud Diocess. 

AlJ.d Calvin who heads this people, js as 
dark in his doctrine, as either Popery or Epis
copacy; for, though he holds with Predes
t ination, yet upon very wen-k grounds; for, 
says he, the ground and cause of man's elec
tion sprung through the election of Christ; 
for, says he, God chose Christ and gave him 
honour, that afterwards he might make some . 
other's partakers of his gifts. Now, says he, 
in the whole seed of Adam, God saw nothing 
worthy of election; therefore, he turned his 
~yes to Christ, to choose as it were, members 
put of his body. 

ffere, I appeal to sober reason, whether 
this 
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this doctrine flows from an angel of light or 
an angel of darkness; for, it is certain that 
God took upon the seed of Adam, and Adam's 
seed was faith, and that seed of faith was the 
seed of God. So God took upon himself his 
own seed of the light of life eternal. Then 
surely there must be something worthy oflove 
in Adam's seed, or God would never have 
taken it upon him. 

Moreover, doth not the trumpeter ground 
his election of man on two Gods; God must 
look upon Christ, and Christ must look upon 
the one part of the seed of Adam, taking and 
clIusing one, and rejecting the other; and yet 
children of the one and the same father. So 
that this angelical preacher understands no 
more than one scripture seed, and that the 
seed of Adam; then it must follow that that 
seed will be either a11 saved or all damned. 

J. co~ xv. But the scripture is clear to us, that all 
~~. 0 that die in Adam, win be made alive by 

Cl1rist. 
But there is another seed that never died 

Luke xix. 
9 and 10. in Adam, but in the serpent angel, so will 

never be made alive by Christ, but must 
surely perish eternalJy, as hath been befOl'e
mentioned. 

p Therefore, you Presbytery examine your-
selves, whether you are of the seed of the 
~erpent or the seed of Adam, and though you 

are 
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are a great people, and mightily multiplied 
in a few years, yet look about you and trust 
not to your Gods, for they will deceive you. 

The next church is the Independent, so 
called, because it seems to have no depen
dance on outward ordinances and ceremonies, 
and yet these use baptism, but baptize no 
children except those of be.lieving parents, 

And as to their doctrine or articles of faith. 
it is the same as the Presbytery, only mo.re 
moderate in judgment, and are safer fi'om 
persecution; only they differ from them in 
the point of their ministry; for the lay people 
chuse their own ministers out of themselves, 
and divests them again at their own will and 
pleasure, and so are but ministers of men. 

These four churches have their commissions 
from men, and are chosen by the magistrates 
power and authority, therefore the magistrates 
appoints them a maintenance. 

The Baptists are the next churcll, and sets 
up their ministry from the letter of scripture; 
so they act from the dead letter, having no 
commission from God or man; they baptize 
no children, but what profess faith and re
pentance before they are baptized; and so 
have their name from that; yet, with -the re
petition of the letter of the scripture. Tlleir 
doctrine of free-will, and of Christ dying for 
all men; they thunder in a ' pulpit of their 

unknown 
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unknown God; in their Trinity of Persons; 
reaching no higher in this, than the other four 
churches before them, and the fifth monarchy 
men are only a branch of them, as the Anti
nomian is of the Independent. 

R The next church or sect is the Ranter whO' 
broke out in this last age, in the time of the 
civil wars in England; from these came forth 
all manner of wickedness, which gave them 
the name of Ranter; but before they fell intO' 
that high Rant, their first principle was this, 
(to wit) that God was a spirit and lived and 
reigned and ruled in all things; so that all 
things were God, or came out of God, and 
would turn into God again. 

]saacPell- For they held one Almighty Power, and 
llillgtOll, that power was God, and how that God, heaEsq. 

ven, and hell were all one in the root; and 
therefore, writes of them, saying, Who knows 
but as God who is an infinite spirit, was in 
unity with itself from eternity; so all those 
things wllich appear now in a contrariety of 
names and titles, of God, Devil, Heaven, and 
Hell; may hereafter come to ~gree in oue 
sweet harmony and union together; as all 
waters run into one sea, and yet no fuller~ 
even so saith he, will all things run into God, 
who will be all in all. But this Man after
wards turns Quaker, but still holds to his 
former doctrine of God being a pirit without 
a body. 
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From such principled men as these are, II. Pet. iii. 

came those mockf'rs and scoffers, which Paul, 3. 

Jude, and Peter prophecied of, who scoffat 
a day of judgment; saying, where is the pro-
mise of such a day " do not all things con-
tinue alike as they were from the beginning? 
So their doctrine was the most tempting prin-
ciple to sin of any that ever appeared, 

From these came forth all new invented 
blasphemy { -bitter imprecations, and horrid S 

oaths. 
But God blessed for evermore) hath sent a 

commission into the world, to seal up such 
persons to the wrath to come, and all such as 
desire the same, and mock at true prophecy, T 

and the true believers thereof, and at a day 
of judgment of ungodly men. 

The 7th and last anti-church of Europe is 
the Quakers, many of whom proceed from the 
Ranters; who being smitten in conscience for 
theil' wickedness, thought to heal themselves 
of their deadly wounds of soul condemning 
thoughts, by a more precise life of seeming 
purity. They are called Quakers from their 
witchcraft fits of foaming at the mouth, when v 
they were mov.ed to speak in a trembling 
condition. One John Robbins was the head 
of this sect, called Quakers, as John Tanee 
was the head of the Ranters 01' mysterY' Ba- TIl ... ii. 

bylon. So Robbins was the l1ead of all false 
p 
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Prophets, and 1alse Christ's, being the last 
great anti-christ prophecied of in the second 
of Thessalonians. 'Vhen his wickedness was 
at the full, the Lord sent his messenger to 
denounce his judgment upon the prince of 
this prince of devils, and the beads of several 
of this last church, for robbing' Christ of his 
glory, for they have got their God and Christ , 
all within them; but their witchcraft fits are 
now gone. OlJserve, how they deny the 

W person of God without them, and are now 
but as other people, only making a bawling 
of their God and Christ within them, which 

Romans 
light is discovered to be nothing else, hut the 

, light of the moral law accusing or else ex-
cusing according to their actions, as it doth 

William the heathen. 
Penn's ad-
dress to Therefore. said one of them, let us but 
the Protes b I 'd I Ch" d 11 11 tants. so er y conS1 er W Htt f)st IS, an we s a 

the better know, whether moral men are to 
be reckoned christians; for what is Christ but 
meekness, justice, and mercy; can we then 
deny a meek man to be a christian. 

Fu'. My- Thus. meekness and justice is their Christ; 
atel',. page t h . Ch' h h bod b I' b 2U.246. ye t elf rlst at no y; ut t lelr 0-

dies must be his body, and that legal or na
turallight, must be their light and Christ, 

::!;:.l~: They also believe that Christ is not distinct 
90, & 2~2 from the saints; and that the soul say they, 

x IS not a creature, but infinite in itself, and 
without 
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without ueginuillg' or euding; another ofthem 
says, that they have the spirit of God, and 
are equal witl) God. 
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These, their principles, are taken from the 
Ranters. They are all God's in their own 
esteem, and they make no more of the blood Whit~-

f' eh' ] I bi d t' h head s na· o I rIst, t lUn t Ie 00 0 anot er man. ture of 

D I] ] k ·' eh' I h Christia-ot 1 t IOU 00 tor nst at le was t e nity, 

son of Mary to appear outwardly in a bodily 
shape to save thee, (said George Whitehead, 
the Quaker) thon mayest look until thine 
eyes drop out, before thou wilt see such an Y 

appearance. 
Now such men as own no other spiritual 

God, but wllat is within them, are in the 
deepest darkness of all mankind, concerping 
God and his wor~hip, or they who worship 
the literal w.ord light, instead of Jesus Christ 
the eternal word, as 8aith this last witness. 

And so much as to the seven churches of 
Europe, who are guided by the spirit of anti
christ; and ever since Cain, anti-christ hath 
been in .this world, but Christ came into this 
world when Abel was born. So that anti-
christ was before Christ, So that for these 
sects, there is no pleading antiquity, for the 
proof of a true church. 

CHAP. 

z 
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A 
Letter to 
E.S. . 
Dated 
July, 
J4,1?44. 

.C H A 1-». X X I I I. 

But ye, beloved, building' up youl'selves ou 
your most holy faith, praying 'in the Holy 
Glwst, keep yourselves in the love ~f God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life. And of some have 
compassion, making a d~fference. And 
at/lers save with fear, pulling them out of 
the fire; ltilting even tlte garments spotted 
by tlte flesh.-yer. 20, 21, 22, and 23. 

FIRST, here is nothing of difficulty in 
these exhortations, but may be well 

understood by sucb as have trne faith in the 
~octrine ~f the true conupissiQned rnesseng~l's 
of God . . . 

As it is fajth that builds the house, so the 
how~e stands by faith, if a holy faith, then a 
hply hQuse, for the church of God is God's 
JIQuse" and tlu~ faith which the ApQstles 
preach~4 w~s th~t rqck pn which th~ church 
was built. 

}"or when Peter had made a confession of 
his faith unto his Lord, h~ ma¢l~ answ.er say
ing, that ~pon that rock he would buiJd his 
church, that is as this last witness interprets it, 
upon this faith thou art of Peter, will I build 

my 
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my church ; so that the gates of hell shall 
not prevail ag'ainst it; and so it is by every 
.coml1li~sioned prophet, for his faith and com
mission is the rock for all the seed of faith to 
build upon . 

Again , the last witness hath further said, 
that every c.ommissi.on, whether of Mo.ses and 
the Prophets, .or of Christ and his Apostles, 
{)r of the Witnesses .of the Spirit, is a rock f.or 
all the seed .of faith · to build upon; neither 
will the gates .of hell prevail against the faith, . 
which is built uP.on this C.ommission of the 
Spirit, no more than it did in Peter and the 
.other Apostles, but it sha11 be as a rock in 
this last age . 

117 
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. A nd when a c.ommission doth smite the 
r.ock, that is, by giving a true interpretation 1 C , 

naUtter 
{)f the scriptures, there will waters of life toT. T . 

March 14, 
flow from thence; for there is no balm of 17«4. 

Gilead to be had, but in one personal God, 
even Christ Jesus only. 

This faith keeps this church in the love of 
God, which is no other as Jude saith in the D 

next verse, but Jesus Christ, and on him alone 
.they wait for his mercy, and his coming, to 
g ive them the reward of their faith, which 
is eternal life, and to crown his OWn gifts of 
faith and prayer. As thus, saith Jude, pray-
ing in the Holy Ghost; from which we may 
pbserye, that no prayer is acceptah'e to God , 

but 
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but what lIows from the Holy Ghost, that is, 
from the spirit of divine faith. 

Now, in this we may know, that this faith 
must be first given to a saint before it can be 
asked, and therefore it must be quickened in 
the seed, before it can cry Abba Father; for 
no sacrifice is acceptable with God, but what 
is offered up in faith. }'or without faith it is 
impossible to please God, as saith the scrip
tures; so that it is not from books of other 
men's work or form. And though our Lord 
gives a pattern of Prayer to his disciples be
fore they had their commission, yet we do not 
find that they ever made use of that form of 
words, but only in virtue and spirit of them. 

For a vain-glorious worshipper or a Jite
rali t, when he prays in these words of, for
givillg his trespasses, as he forgives such as 
trespass against him; if he has not mercy in 
his . oul to his brethren, he curseth himself. 

Again, all such as pray to be seen of men, 
the scripture brands as hypocrites. 

B ut as this third and last commission of 
the spirit saith, that wllere the light is spi
ritual, they that bear of immortal glory, 
sounds a trumpet no more in their prayers, 
thun their alms; and that the excel1ency of 
mercy.is above all sacrifice; and also it is that 
true prayer consists not in words, . but in the 
~nward .speaking of the spirit in all stillne s 

of 
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of soul, which is the only prayer of all those 
that are under the teachings of the spirit. 

But glittering words, flowing from natural 
parts only, in merciless men, are an abomi
nation to God. 

CIIAP. XI V. 

Jude exhortetlt the saints to Iteep themselves 
in tlte love of God, and to wait f01' the 
ttte7'CY of Jesus Clirist. 

A LL that is acted and done by faith in 
building up that spiritual honse, {as 

hath been shewed in verse 22), he lets them 
undel'stand that some of the elect seed were 
deluded by them so far, as to take a liberty 
in voluptuousness and the works of the flesh. 

Now, in the 22nd verse, the Apostle ex
horts them to a purity of life, giving them to 
understand, that if grace is not prevalent, 
sin will be committed, having its several 
stains and spots; and advises them to beware, 
and to have that wisdom as to distinguish 
between offender and offenders, and therefore, 
saith he, of some have compassion making a 
difference. 

Now in this word compassion doth consist 
the 

119 
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I 

the tender love of the saints in the time of a 
commission or true ministry, each one ac
cording to his light, endeavouring to reclaim 
such as al<e brought into error, either as to 
judgment or practice; and there is a differ...J 
ence to be put between offender and offenders, 
because some offend through ignorance, and 
some' in obstinacy, causing division, as also 
of evil conversation. 

These under the Apostle's commission were 

I . Cor- T . 
{I. 

cut off by church censure, as the man who 
committed fornication, whom Paul ordered to 
be excommunicated, which was done by the 
church, to let him see ~hat he was left to 
satan, which was his own fleshly lusts, where
by he might know how that in that state he 
could not be saved: yet this man proved an 
elect vessel; and he was three days under 
this excommunication, suffering for his sin, 
in all which time he was under the terror of 

- the law~ and an accusing conscience which 
were his judges, and this made that little 
spark offaith cry out for mercy, which when 
Paul did write his 2nd Epistle to Corinth, he 

I1. Cor. H. hearing by Titus of his repentance, exhorted 
T.8. 7. 8. 9 the believers to forgive him, and comfort him, 

telling him that 'his repentance was sufficient, 
and a repentance not to be repented of. 

Thus Paul became to the saints, as well 
as Jude, examples of pity and compassion, 

and 
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nod exhorting the believers that in meekn~ss 
they should instruct those that oppose them
selves; if God, with a peradventure, would 
give them a tepentance. 

Verse 23rd, others save with fear. 
Now to save them with fear acc/)rdihg to 

illy faith is, to let them know the danger of 
their cbtuiition, that if such and such sins be 
not repented of befure they die, they cannot 
be saved, as it was by the man aforesaid. 

This was the fire they were plucked out of; , 
and the whole purgatory, for the motion of 
sin is a fire, and the moral law being written 
in that sinning nature, keeps it burning and 
in torinellt to all s,uch as are not saved by this 
fear, dr delivered from this spotted garment; 
being the old man and the seed of the faIlen
angel, which must be mortified by a law of 
perfect faith; then is sin cast out and the 
1aw which blew up' that flame, is quiet in 
that souL 

The elect of God though they may fa11, 
yet not totally; but if they do fall, so as to 
break the moral law iq act and deed, it is iu 
the time of a true ministry', which hath that 
quickening power of giving faith and pardon 
of sin. 

But the elect of Gdd that live between a 
commission, or in such a time as there is no 
true ministry; the elective love of God pr~
. Q ~~~ 
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:s~rves them fi'om committing sin by act ,as 
.aforesaid, which is plain by the Apostle Jude 
,in .his last verse, saying thus; . 

Now unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling, before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy,. to the only wise God our Sa
viour be glory, maj.esty, dominion and power, 
both now and for ever. Amen. 

Now here doth the Apostle bring his Epistle 
to a cenc1usion, and leaves the saints to the 
sate keeping of the same Lord, which 11ft 

commanded them to for preservation alld vo
cation, which w,as no other than the Lord 
Jesus Christ, ~s)n verse 1st saying, preserved 
,in Jesus Christ, and teJls them that he is able 
to keep them from falling, and to preserve 
them from heresies. 

And Paul tells the Phillippians that Christ 
.is able to subdue all things unto himself. 
And in another place, that lie is able to suc
cour them that are tempted. So that no
thing is too hard for' Christ to do, when Ilis 
Godhead spirit moves him to it; he had 
power of himself to lay down llis life, and he 
had power of himself to take it up again; 
and how could this be, if. he were not God; 
neither could he be judge of the quick and 
the dead, if he were not God. 

Neither could the Saints with all the Pro
phets and Apostles be raised from death, and 

brought 
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bronght jnto the pre ence of his glory, with 
bodies like I1nto his own glorious body, (which 
occasions that great and exceeding joy of 
theil's) if he was not the only Lord and Sa-
viour; neither would the Apost1es have offered 
up that praise and glory to him, had there 
been any other God distinct from him; neither 
would they have ascribed to him all glory, 
majesty, dominion and power, if he was not 
the very Alpha and Omega" 

Therefore, without all controversy, accord-
ing to the doctrine of this Apostle, Christ is 
the only and alone true God; so shall I con ... 
elude this Epistle, with the doctrine of this 
Jast Commission, who finishes this last Mys
tery of God, saying, there is none but Cbir~s,t; 
there is none but Christ; and no other God"Jl 
but the man Jesus Christ, though men or 
angels should gainsay it. And blessed are 
.all those that are not offended with this great 
1ruth.-Amen. 
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